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IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
It is important for immigrants and their families, friends, and co-workers to be informed about immigrant rights.  Following are some suggestions for defending immigrant rights, compiled by Bay Area immigrant rights organizations:  

· Don’t let Immigration authorities enter your premises without your permission.

To enter a building, home or workplace, Immigration authorities must have permission from the homeowner or the employer, or a warrant signed by a judge, specifying the precise location they want to search and the people they want to question. If you open the door and allow them to enter the premises, you are giving your permission.  Be careful!! If they say they have a warrant from a judge, demand to see it.

· If there is an immigration raid, don’t run!  Stay calm.

If you run, Immigration authorities have the necessary cause to detain you. Don’t run; walk away in a calm manner.

· Don’t tell anyone where you are from or whether you have legal residency papers. Demand to speak to an attorney.

If you answer questions posed by Immigration authorities without an attorney present, you may unintentionally provide them with sufficient information to detain and deport you. Do not share your immigration status or the status of others. 

· Don’t sign anything until you talk to a lawyer.

If Immigration authorities detain you, they may try to convince you to sign an agreement for your voluntary departure. By signing it, you may lose some rights. Ask to speak to a lawyer before signing any documents.

· Don’t show Immigration authorities false documents.

It is very dangerous to use fake legal residency papers. If Immigration authorities find you with them, they can fine, deport, and prohibit you from ever obtaining legal residency.

· If the Police stop you and ask for your name, give it to them.

You are legally required to give your name to the Police if they ask you for it. 

· If you are detained, ask for your case number and a local hearing.

If you are detained by Immigration authorities, you should give them your full and true name and ask for your case number.  Only with your name and case number can your family or lawyer find you. During a deportation process, demand a court hearing in your city to prevent being taken to another state.

· Prepare for an immigration raid with a plan of action.

Always keep an original copy of your documents in a safe place and carry copies with you. Inform your friends, family members, and co-workers of their rights during an immigration raid.  It is helpful to agree ahead of time that in the event of a raid, everyone present, regardless of immigration status, will refuse to talk to Immigration authorities and will demand to speak to a lawyer. 

· Be careful with notaries or people who promise you legal residency papers.

Know that “notaries” are not lawyers and that some notaries can give you wrong information.  Always get a second opinion from a legal organization.

· Be aware of differences between US laws and laws in your country of origin, and stay informed about changes in the laws.

There are certain infractions and violations that can put you at risk of being detained by the Police or Immigration in the United States that may not be dealt with similarly in your home country.  Remember that immigration laws and requirements change from time to time.  Currently there is no blanket legalization or amnesty program, but it is still important to keep documentation that proves your length of stay in the US. 

The following are organizations work with immigrants to defend their rights in San Francisco: 

St. Peter’s Housing Committee (Spanish & English)

474 Valencia St. #156


San Francisco

tel: (415) 487-9203

Support with tenant and immigration issues.

Mujeres Unidas y Activas (Spanish & English)
3543 18th St. #23



San Francisco

(415) 621-8140

Support with women’s, employment and immigration issues.

La Raza Centro Legal (Spanish & English)


474 Valencia St. #295


San Francisco

(415) 575-3500

Legal support with immigration and employment cases.

Legal clinics: 2nd & 4th Thursday of every month @ 5:45 @ LRCL (call to make appointment).
CARECEN
 (Spanish & English)



1245 Alabama St.



San Francisco

(415) 824-2330

Legal support with immigration cases.
Asian Law Caucus (Chinese, Vietnamese & English)

939 Market Street, suite 201

San Francisco

(415) 896-1701

Legal support with immigration cases.

Legal clinic: 1st & 3rd Thursday of every month @ 5:30 @ ALC (call to make appointment).
Asian Pacific Islander Legal Organization (Vietnamese, Korean, Tagalog & Japanese)

1188 Franklin Street, suite 202

San Francisco

(415) 567-6255

Legal support with immigration cases

Legal clinic: 4th Tuesday of every month @six @ UC Hastings College of the Law, 100 McAllister Street (call to make appointment).
Arab-American Legal Services (Arabic, French & English)

522 Valencia Street

San Francisco

(415) 861-7444

Legal clinic: every Wednesday @ 11:30-3:30 @ Tenderloin Mental Health Clinic, 134 Golden Gate Avenue. Call (415) 672-5700 x 2018.
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This fact sheet was prepared by the Senior Survival School, a project of Planning for the Elders in the Central City (PECC).








Utilizing presentations, discussions, and popular education activities, Senior Survival School trains seniors and adults with disabilities to effectively access vital community resources and to exercise their rights when they do. You can reach Angelique Gonzáles, Senior Survival School Director, at (415) 703. 0188 x 302 and angelique@planningforelders.org. PECC is located at 965 Mission Street, Suite 550 in San Francisco. Its website is www.planningforelders.org.
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