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Senate Fails to Pass Medicare Bill with Low-Income Protections                           

   Despite the enthusiastic support of many national aging organizations, S. 3101, introduced by Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus (D-MT) failed to pass last week. The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act included provisions to address serious, long-standing Medicare problems faced by millions of seniors on fixed incomes struggling every day with rapidly rising Medicare, food, and gasoline costs.

   To end debate on the bill and move to a full Senate vote, the bill needed 60 votes. In the 54-39 final tally, the bill had the support of all Democrats present and Sens. Olympia Snowe (R-ME) and Gordon Smith (R-OR), who were original co-sponsors of the legislation, as well as seven other Republicans.  Also joining them were Republican Sens. Coleman (MN), Specter (PA), Collins (ME), Dole (NC), Stevens (AK), Roberts (KS), and Murkowski (AK). 

   Senior advocates oppose the alternative bill introduced by Sen. Charles Grassley (R-IA). His Preserving Access to Medicare Act fails to include the provisions that NCOA believes would enhance access to mental health and preventive services and improve low-income protections against rising Medicare costs.

   Senate leaders now will negotiate on a smaller Medicare package. As this process moves forward, advocates are urging them to retain the modest yet critical improvements for America's most vulnerable seniors.

   Several senators who opposed the Baucus bill argued that the improvements for poor seniors were fiscally irresponsible, yet supported increased payments to physicians. However, the physician payment fix would cost Medicare more than five times more than the modest improvements for the nation's most vulnerable seniors ($9.2 billion vs. $1.7 billion over five years). In addition, increasing payments to

 doctors would increase Medicare premiums even more for all beneficiaries. 

   Senate leaders now will negotiate on a smaller Medicare package. As this process moves forward, we urge Senate leaders to retain the modest yet critical improvements for America's most vulnerable seniors in the new Medicare package that will likely move forward quickly. 

From NCOA

Proposition 98 Loses—Proposition 99 Wins!

   Over shadowed by the historic race for president with Sen. Barack Obama clinching the Democratic presidential nomination, advocates for people with disabilities, low income families, seniors and others celebrated the landslide defeat in the June 3rd California primary election of a controversial ballot initiative, Proposition 98, which would have abolished all rent controls everywhere in the State.  The ballot initiative lost 39% to 61%, while Proposition 99, which opponents of Proposition 98 put on the ballot, won by a landslide 62 to 37%.  

   Over a million households, according to the non-partisan Legislative Analyst Office, would have been impacted by Proposition 98, including hundreds of thousands of low income seniors, people with disabilities, low income families, people with mental health needs and low income workers who provide supports and services to people with disabilities and seniors.

 

Carole Migden Loses Bid For Re-election To Mark Leno
Assemblymember Mark Leno (Democrat - San Francisco, 13th District), easily defeated incumbent Sen. Carole Migden (Democrat - San Francisco, 3rd District), denying her a second term in a bitterly contested race.  Migden, who succeeded John Burton in 2004, placed third, after former Assemblymember Joe Nation.  

Loni Hancock Defeats Wilma Chan for Perata Senate Seat
Also in the bay area, Assemblymember Loni Hancock (Democrat - Berkeley, 14th District) easily defeated former Assemblymember Wilma Chan in the Democratic primary race to succeed outgoing Sen. Don Perata (Democrat - Oakland, 9th District), who is being forced out due to term limits.  

Sen. McClintock Easily Defeats Ose for Congressional Seat
In another race that has drawn national attention, Sen. Tom McClintock, termed out in the California Legislature, easily defeated former Congressman Doug Ose in the 4th Congressional Republican primary election that grew extremely bitter and intense.  The seat is currently held by Republican John Doolittle, who is retiring this year after continued investigation about possible illegal payments from lobbyists.  McClintock should easily win the seat in November when he faces Democrat Charlie Brown - who ran in 2006 against Doolittle and was narrowly defeated, though the district is heavily Republican.  Most observers expect McClintock to win the seat easily in November.  

Wes Chesbro Moving Forward To Return to Legislature
Meanwhile in news that many disability and senior advocates welcome,  former Sen. Wes Chesbro won the 1st Assembly District Democratic primary, running unopposed and is favored to win in November against Republican Jim Pell, who also won unopposed.  Chesbro is seeking to return to the Legislature to succeed termed out Assemblymember Patty Berg (Democrat - Eureka, 1st District), after being forced out of the State Senate due to term limits in 2006.  Chesbro, as a two term state senator, chaired the Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee and authored several bills and was viewed by many as the Legislature's leading advocate for people with disabilities, mental health needs and seniors.
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Congress Adopts Budget Plan for Upcoming Fiscal Year  
   Congress has adopted its budget for Fiscal Year 2009, which begins Oct. 1. The budget is not a law and does not go to the president, but it does provide a broad framework within which actual appropriations must be made. The adopted budget is about $25 billion above President Bush's proposal (less than one percent of the $3 trillion total), with most of that increase allocated to domestic discretionary programs.

   The House Appropriations Committee now begins work on the 12 regular appropriations bills that cover all discretionary spending.    Chairman David Obey (D-WI) projects markups to be completed in both subcommittee and full committee by June 26 for 10 of the 12 bills, with the remaining two to be completed in July. He may have a difficult time sticking to that ambitious schedule. The subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education, where Older Americans Act spending is lodged, is projected to mark up on June 19. The Senate appropriations schedule is almost as ambitious as the House, with markup in the subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education projected for late June.

   No dates have been announced for House or Senate floor action, and many observers believe there will be no floor votes on appropriations bills this year. They expect that Congress--irked by threats of presidential vetoes--will wait until a new president takes office next January before attempting to move appropriations bills. In the meantime, the federal government would be funded through continuing resolutions.

The budget includes estimates about how much will be spent for entitlement programs -- such as Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, and food stamps -- but spending on those programs is not subject to the same legislative process as annual appropriations.

 • Contact your lawmakers by e-mail and urge them to support an increase in Older Americans Act funding. 

Learn more about the budget process. 

(From NCOA)
From the Capital Planning Committee - re:LHH Rebuild
   In current budget, there is $47 million allocated from the issuance of Certificates of Participation.  Of that $47 million, 

· $10 million has been allocated for transition costs (training staff to use the new building)

· $15.7 million has been allocated for Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment (FF&E’s)

Note:  compared to $6.1 million total allocated for community living, which is supposed to absorb the additional 420 people not living at LHH.

  We want a full accounting and evaluation of why that $25.7 million is needed.  In the meantime, for FY 08-09, less than $3 million is likely to be needed for transition costs; only about $5 million is needed for FF&E’s.  This would leave $17.7 million available for this year’s budget, where $18 million is being cut for programs that are needed right now in the community.  We strongly urge the Budget & Finance Com. to reallocate $17.7 million to community programs. 

   LHH Capital Budget has gone $110 million dollars over estimated costs.  The Capital Planning Committee responded to the request for an additional $174 million by recommending $100 million in this budget cycle, and $74 million to be put on Controller’s Reserve with a report back next January ’09.  We appreciate and agree with this action, and ask that the following occur: 

· A clear accounting of how the cost over-runs occurred and who is responsible be made public.

· The project manager put on the table potential reductions in the scope of the project, and the cost savings available from those reductions.  (For example, the petting zoo and aviary are not necessarily appropriate uses of public funds when we have no housing options for this same population.)

· In any other major capital project, a cost overrun of this magnitude would have several scope reduction options on the table.  We should expect the same when it is LHH.

· We expect at least another $5 to $10 million could be made available to the General Fund and DPH with appropriate scale-back of this project.
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Summer is almost here! At the time of this writing (June 16) the city budget process is in its final throws. The Board of Supervisors is reviewing the Mayor’s budget, and making monetary ‘add backs’ to the budget cuts where they can. There are two final hearings ahead, one Tuesday the 17 and one on the 19th. Next month’s Long Term Care News and Views will have coverage and an update on how the budget turned out. People who have been doing this kind of work for a long time have said they can not remember a budget that decimated as many social services as this  one. 


The Mayor chose to release his budget in the headquarters of the Tactical Operations Squad, surrounded by officers, police cars and related hardware. The building is deep inside the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard surrounded by fenced off lots bearing numerous “Caution Radiation” signs. A few HAT members along with some from the Peoples Budget attended the event to call attention to the fact that this budget literally terminates many social services. Despite technically being a public event, there were not many members of the public in attendance aside from a few union members and the People’s Budget contingent, perhaps 10 in all. 


Two individuals in our contingent were disguised as Governor Schwarzenegger and Mayor Newsom to demonstrate how similar their policies are regarding social services.  


HAT is still in the process of compiling hospital charts to examine the information that is given to patients upon admission and discharge. The Transitional Care workgroup of Long Term Care Coordinating Council is helping take up the issue of the information given to patients during hospitalization. The famous PECC one pager “Preparing to Leave the Hospital” is currently being revised with the help of this workgroup. 

July HAT Meeting 

Wednesday July 9 

12:00 — 1:30  65 9th Street

The Quaker Center, SF
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Senior Survival School Update

Congratulations Class of May-June 2008!! 
Our May-June Senior Survival School session, which was held in collaboration with the Family Service Agency of San Francisco, finished up with a closing celebration on Friday, June 6th.  Our celebration included poem recitals, singing and piano music, and a comedic improvisational performance, along with plenty of certificates, cupcakes, and sparkling beverages.  It was a very participatory celebration, and a fitting end to a very participatory session!  Our sincere thanks go to the more than 30 participants in the May-June class for their excellent questions & comments, to all the presenters who shared their time and expertise, and to FSA for a wonderful collaboration.  Looking forward to future projects!

Join Us for a 2-day session on Healthcare Issues!

1:30pm at 201 Turk Street (between Jones & Leavenworth)

Wednesday, June 25th :  Join us for a presentation on current issues concerning Medicare and Medi-Cal, including information about your rights, and dealing with pushy insurance salespeople, and medical debts.   

Thursday, June 26th :  Join us for a screening of Michael Moore’s 2007 film “Sicko”. For more information on these or future sessions of Senior Survival School please contact Angelique at ( 415. 703. 0188 x 302.

Page 6

The Importance of Animals in Service: Testimonial by Anaperla Aureoles, Part 2

My service dog Sasha and I worked together as a certified Service dog team until her death in 1993. She was 15 years old. Sasha was a true pioneer.

 

Sometimes a person's disability is invisible, like a head injury and/or hearing loss. And according to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA)  an individual with a disability should meet these guiding principle before being legally considered a person with a disability: 1) Has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life active.

2) Has a record of such an impairment; or is regarded as having such an impairment. 

 What is a Service dog? These are animals who  are "individually trained to work or perform tasks" particular to their handler's disability.  A disabled person can rescue a dog from a shelter, ( I recommit The San Francisco Animal Care and Control) and train with their dog to become a Service dog team. If you meet the above requirements as a person with a disability under the law and need an animal to improve the quality of your life, I hope this information will be helpful to you in your efforts.

Medicare Drug Premiums Up 16% Over One Year 
Most seniors in the Medicare Part D prescription drug program are paying higher monthly premiums this year, with the three-quarters of beneficiaries signed up for the ten largest plans paying an average $26.39 per month - 16% higher than in 2007. According to the Los Angeles Times, the cost for AARP MedicareRx Preferred, the program's most popular plan, rose by 15% to $32.08 a month, while premiums for the second and third most popular options, Humana PDP Standard and Humana PDP Enhanced, rose by 69% and 6%, respectively. The average percentage increase for these Part D plans is greater than both the hike in Medicare's Part B premium for outpatient care, up 3% for 2008, and the average premium cost for workers' drug-benefits, up just more than 9% over last year for large employers. The newest increases are likely to be viewed as a hardship by many retirees; the combined costs of Medicare premiums already total almost one-third of the average monthly Social Security check. 

Congratulation to Long Time Planning For Elders’ Donors and 

Supporters Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon on their marriage on July 16!

Del and Phyllis were the first couple to be married by Mayor Gavin Newsom on the first day the California Supreme Court declared all people had the right to marry after striking down a ban on gay marriage.  Del and Phyllis exchanged vows and then cut a cake and received many well wishes.  

We wish you both many more happy memories together!
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	        DATE
	 ACTIVITY
	 TIME & PLACE
	 MORE INFO?

	Mon—Fri
	Computer Open Lab
	Call Ahead, 965 Mission Street, Ste 550
	Tricia Webb
703-0188 

	Wed.
June 25
	SAN Healthcare Committee
	  10:00 AM
  965 Mission, 7th Fl.
	James Keys 
546-1333

	Wed.
TBA
	DAAS Commission
	9:30 am, City Hall, room 416
	LaShaun.Williams 
355-3509

	 Wed.
 July 9
	Healthcare Action Team Mtg
	Noon-1:30 pm
65 Ninth St (Quaker Center)
	James Chionsini
703-0188 ext 304

	Thurs. 
July 10
	SAN General Meeting
	St. Mary’s Cathedral 
1111 Gough Street
	SAN 
546-1333

	Thurs.
 July 10
	California Alliance for Retired Americans
	Noon-1:30 pm
St. Mary’s Cathedral
	Jody Reid
550-0828

	Thurs. 
 July 10
	Long Term Care Coordinating Council
	1:00-3:00pm
1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor
	Bill.Haskell@sfgov.org

	Mon. 
July 14
	Coalition of Agencies Serving the Elderly
	3-5 pm
IOA 3600 Geary
	Patty Clement 
452-3500

	Thurs.
July 17
	PECC Core 
Volunteer Meeting
	10:30-12:30 pm
965 Mission St, Suite 550
	Angelique 
Gonzáles

703-0188 ext 302

	Thurs.
July 17
	PECC Board of 
Directors Mtg
	Noon—2pm
965 Mission St, Suite 700
	Alice Dueker
703-0188 ext 306

	Fri.
July 18
	Human Services Network
	9:30-11:30 am
Lighthouse for the Blind
	Debbi Lerman
668-044

	Fri.  
July 18
	Mayors Disability Council
	1:00-3:00pm
City Hall, Rm 400
	Mayors Office on Disability 

	Fri.
July 25
	SSS Advisory
	1:00-3:00pm
965 Mission St, Suite 700
	Angelique 
Gonzáles

703-0188 ext 302


