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San Francisco defends consumers’ right to
choose their IHSS workers!

On January 5, San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors unanimously voted to urge the
state’s Department of Social Services to remove the ban preventing people convicted of a
felony or serious misdemeanor from serving as an IHSS provider. CRCL was active in
drafting and building support for this resolution, along with many other community part-
ners. Our thanks to Supervisors Avalos, Mar, Dufty and Mirkarimi for sponsoring this reso-
lution, and to the many IHSS workers, IHSS consumers and other community members
who came out to testify about the impact of this new regulation on their lives. To read a
copy of the resolution, go to the CRCL website, www.crclsf.org, or look on the page for
Consumer Rights for Community Living, page 4.

We are waiting for news in the lawsuit filed by Peter Sheehan of the Social Justice Law
Project challenging this latest attempt to dismantle the IHSS system. The next scheduled
court date for this case is January 22.

Help us fight MUNI increases!

MUNI discount passes for seniors, youth and people with disabilities are going up to $20
this May. CRCL is working with the Independent Living Resource Center San Francisco
and the San Francisco Senior Center to circulate a petition to the MTA Board urging a
freeze on fares for discount pass. To help gather signatures for this petition, go to our web-
site, www.crclsf.org to download copies of the petition, which is available in English, Chi-

nese and Spanish. Please get people in your Next IHSS- Health Task Force
community to sign, then return signed copies of Thursday February 4th
the petition to CRCL by the end of February. 10:30 A.M.-12:00 Noon

IHSS Consortium

Did you know you can contribute
to Planning for Elders on-line?
Visit our website:
www.planningforelders.org
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Western Regional Advocacy Project homeless rally
on January 20 in San Francisco




IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Maria Cristina Salem |

Maria Cristina Bosarich-Salem was born in Montiviedo, Uruguay on September 4th, 19XX. Maria
was the oldest of 5 girls. Her father was from Montenegro (Yugoslavia) but came to Uruguay because of
political and familial conflict. Her mother was French Basque from a winemaking family in the Pyrenees
Mountains who immigrated to Uruguay with 12 kids and a bunch of grapevines. Maria recalls her early
years helping her mother’s side of the family harvest grapes and make wine.

Her family moved to Argentina when she was 6 years old and she grew up there, in Buenos Aires.
After High School she studied dentistry and medicine at Colegio Nacional de San Isidro (CNSI). It was
during this time that she became peripherally acquainted with another famous Argentinean who was
studying medicine at the time, Ernesto Che Guevarra. “He was a nice boy, not famous yet” she recollects.

Eventually Maria Cristina became an assistant professor at the university. This was during the re-
gime of Juan Peron, who attempted to install his wife, Eva Peron as university vice president. Maria re-
fused to sign a document that would support Eva’s taking this vice president position. As a result, Maria
was fired from her job and expelled from the university. She opened a dental clinic and shared an office
with a dissident optician who also opposed Peronismo. Because of their political views they were not al-
lowed to have a telephone in their office for 10 years! They had to use the phone of a tailor on the first
floor who would clandestinely help them make appointments. She served as a dentist in Argentina for 25
years. Maria fondly recalls, “As soon as Peron got kicked out of the country, | got a phone the next day!”

While a dentist, she was also a ballerina and traveled around Argentina to perform. In 1958 she
married, settled down and gave up dancing to focus on the dental practice. Her husband was involved in
yachting and she sailed frequently. She had a son, a daughter (who live now in Costa Rica and Argen-
tina, respectively) and a good life when her husband (a heavy smoker) died suddenly from a stroke. She
and her two children moved to Massachusetts, but she didn’t like the cold weather, “even though the
snow looked good in pictures”, so she relocated to San Francisco, California. Here she lived in the Sunset
District, worked a secretary for a doctor and began studying post haste to get her California dentist li-
cense.

During this time she and some Pilipino dentists (also trying to get their licenses, even though many
of them had practiced for years back home) noticed that immigrants were being discriminated against in
the lengthy licensing examination process. Feeling that it was due to the requirement that student pictures
and names be made visible to the committee evaluating their exams, thereby revealing their status as for-
eigners, they formed the American Association of Foreign Dentists. This organization successfully lobbied
the state and was able to have the exams graded without the test takers’ identities being revealed. Sud-
denly immigrants began to pass the exams in large numbers. They also were able to get the exams given
in different locations throughout the state, which made it easier for people without a lot of money to take
the test. The association committed themselves to helping the poor and also assisting other immigrant
dentists who were trying to pass the strict California licensing exams.

She recalls visiting Sacramento once with 2 busses full of dentists from LA and San Francisco at
the same time that Cesar Chavez was leading a huge march on the Capitol. This display of power made
a big impression on her and recalls the Capitol lawns covered with people. She was overjoyed- farmwork-
ers and dentists together in solidarity.

After she passed the exams she went to work at the Mission Neighborhood Health Center where
she became the Director of Dentistry and supervised the dental clinic in the late 1970s and early 1980s.
She also helped in a mobile dental clinic performing free exams to low income children around the state.
Following the Reagan era federal defunding of community dental programs, she left the MNHC and
opened a private dental office at 22" and Mission. In 1982, she began to develop macular degeneration
and cataracts which led to her having to stop practicing dentistry. “I wouldn’t want to drill the wrong tooth!”
she humorously recalls.

She eventually ended up taking classes from the Lighthouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired
and learned about how to cope with her vision loss. While at the Lighthouse she heard about Planning for
Elders and Senior Action Network. That is how she found our organization. It is our good fortune that she
did. (continued on Page 5)
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News and Events

Free Tax Preparation Day!

For San Francisco residents with household incomes less than $52,000 for 2009, receive:
Free 2009 Federal and State tax preparation by IRS-certified tax preparers; Free help
completing the Federal Application for Student Financial Aid; Help opening a checking or
savings account; Free HUD-approved, non-profit credit counselors to explain your options
with mortgage, credit, and debt problems.

When: Saturday, February 20, 10am - 2pm

Where: James Denman Middle School
241 Oneida Avenue, San Francisco
Info: For more information call 415-557-7857

GOVERNOR'S PROPOSAL SLASHES PROGRAMS FOR
LAWFUL IMMIGRANTS IN CALIFORNIA

Once again, California's most vulnerable residents argylasked to shoulder the burden of bal-
ancing the state's budget, which must reconcile a tefi§il19.9 billion in spending, according tc
the Governor in his budget speech. Instead of exhibigaddrship and calling for balanced solu
tions, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced that he weelkdbillions of dollars in cuts,
including nearly $3 billion to health and human services piogrto address the budget crisis.

Forecasting in his State of the State speech that wwarkel be "cruel cuts”, the administration pro-
posed program eliminations and reductions that lawmaleses $een -- and rejected-- before, in
cluding the following:

Elimination of full-scope Medi-Cal for newly-qualified lawful immigrants and other lawful
immigrants. Elimination of the Cash Assistance Program for Immigrais:

Elimination of the California Food Assistance Program

Elimination of CalWORKSs for newly-qualified lawful immigr ants:

One thing that everyone can agree on is that Califoeeasiincreased federal assistance to make
through the worst economic crisis since the Great DsjomesThe Governor has asked for an addi-
tional $6.9 billion, which if not met, would "trigger" anothsat of catastrophic cuts. These trigger
cuts include:

Complete elimination of CalWORKSs

Complete elimination of Healthy Families

Redirecting voter-allocated community mental health fundgo existing state programs.

Reducing Medi-Cal eligibility to the federal minimum and eliminating the last few optional
benefits.

Complete elimination of In Home Supportive Services

For more information, contact Vanessa Cajina at CIB&@samento office, (916) 448-6762
Reprinted from www.caimmigrant.org
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|  Consumer Rights for Community Living

This is an abridged version of the felony convictio n resolution passed unanimously
by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. The full document can be found at

www.crcl.org.

Resolution urging the Department of Social Servicemtoadiately reverse the policy excluding any felony con-
viction or serious misdemeanor from serving as an IHS$emnbent homecare provider.

WHEREAS, The IHSS system was developed to ensure thieafigveryone to remain at home and part of their

communities as long as they choose; and,

WHEREAS One of the key tenets of the IHSS program is basedeocathsumer's right to choose their own home-
care provider including family members; and,

WHEREAS, The IHSS program provides critical in-home supgoservices to more than 460,000 Californians
and 22,000 are residents of San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, These services allow recipients to remaing at home and avoid costly institutionalization; and,
WHEREAS, San Francisco's 18,000 IHSS workers provide thesates services and, prior to ACL 09-52, those
with prior felony or serious misdemeanor convictionseansdfowed to serve as healthcare providers; and,
WHEREAS, Formerly incarcerated people, having paid their efociety, should share employment rights guar-
anteed to all workers and need not encounter obstaatdsaming gainful employment and positively contributing
to society; and,

WHEREAS, State Legislation mandates a criminal backgtatmeck and fingerprinting for all IHSS providers but
does not enact a blanket ban excluding persons with a fefosgrious misdemeanor from being an IHSS provider;
and,

WHEREAS, The California Department of Social Servid#County Letter (ACL) No. 09-52 details new IHSS
enrollment requirements and does exclude anyone witlbayfer a serious misdemeanor from being an IHSS pro-
vider; and,

WHEREAS, ACL No, 09-52 is inconsistent with subsectianadf federal statute, that excludes people from being
service providers only for specific job-related offensas makes it illegal to use absolute bars to employment
based on conviction history and which sets minimum timgs, rather than lifetime employment bans; and,
WHEREAS, The EEOC requires employers to make individadlassessments to counterbalance the discrimina-
tory effect that disproportionate arrests and convictieng on people of color; and,

WHEREAS, The current employment policies of the @itysan Francisco state the following; "In reviewing an
applicant's criminal history information, the City andu@ty of San Francisco shall evaluate the informatioa on
case-by-case basis, with due consideration to thenmidpfactors: 1) the nature and gravity of the offenseh@) t
degree to which the conviction is related to the dutiegesmgbnsibilities of the classification and the positior
which the individual has applied; 3) the time elapsedesihe conviction; 4) the age of the applicant at corongti

5) frequency of convictions; 6) evidence of rehabilitatemg 7) any other mitigating circumstances"”; now, there-
fore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors believesunisise policy to promote the blanket banning practices
outlined in ACL No. 09-52; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors urge®#martment of Social Services to follow the Na-
tional Employment Law Project recommendation (2009), 'tbdvaw ACL No. 09-52 and remove the unlawful
absolute ban on people with convictions, thereby promoting tppoes for workers to be considered fairly based
on their current qualifications, experience and dedicatitimer than on a mistake of the past.”
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PLANNING FOR ELDERS ACTIVITIES:
HealthCare Action Team:;

The HealthCare Action Team has started out
the year on the right foot! During the January
meeting we devised a action packed plan for
the year, with a focus on the City Budget,
Housing and other important issues.

A HAT crew came out to the January 20th

“House Keys not Handcuffs” rally organized

by a West Coast coalition of housing

advocates. There were about 500 people

there, many having traveled from Portland,

Los Angeles, Seattle, and even Philadelphia.

Our very own James Chionsini was up on the

bullhorn leading us in chants like: “Every Harrison Parker, Vicki Westlin, and Alberto Abello a¢ tWRAP
child needs a home, even after they are Housing Rally on January 20th

grown!” and “Housing is a human right, we deserve a home tonight!” Despite the inclement
weather, there was a lot of spirit in the crowd. Maybe 2010 will be the year of true housing
reform.

In the Spotlight: Maria Cristina Salem (cont. from pg. 2)

Maria can always be counted on to attend and speak at rallies, hearings, protest marches
and legislative advocacy meetings. She is a one of the founding members of the
HealthCare Action Team and is a frequent participant in our activities. She is on the Senior
Survival School and Consumer Rights for Community Living Advisory Groups, and is a
fierce advocate for homeless and oppressed people in our community. Maria Cristina is a
master of hyperbole, telling the Board of Supervisors that “the budget cuts are like giant
swords cutting the throats of poor people,” and saying at a HAT meeting while banging her
cane against the table, “We need to go down to city hall and knock on their doors, and if
they don't listen then we need to knock on their heads!” She has a passion, grace and
charm that make her unforgettable. Furthermore she is extremely funny and can make
people laugh without even trying. Maria is a one of a kind incredible person who is a dearly
loved member of the Planning for Elders family. Hats off to Dr. Maria Cristina Salem!

February 2010 HAT MEETING
Wednesday February 10, 2010
Bayanihan Community Center

1010 Mission (at 6th) 11:00 A.M.- 12:30 P.M.

Please call James for more information (415) 703-0 188 Ext 304
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(HAT)

DATE ACTIVITY TIME & PLACE MORE INFO?
Mon—Fri Computer Open Lab Call Ahead, i
965 Mission Street Suite 550 (415) 703-0188
Wed. Feb. 3 . ] . LaShaun Williams
DAAS Commission 9:30 am, City Hall, room 416 355.3509
Coalition of Agencies Serving = . Patty Clement
Mon. Feb. 8 the Elderly (CASE) 3-5:00 Call contact for location 4523500
11:00-12:30
Wed Eeb. 10 HealthCare Action Team 1010 Mission (at 6th) James Chionsini

Bayanihan Center

703-0188 ext 304

Thurs. Feb. 11

Long Term Care Coordinating
Council

1:00-3:00 pm
1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor

Bill. Haskell@sfgov.org

Thurs. Feb. 11 [Senior Action Network (SAN) 10:00-12:00 Unitarian Universalist SAN
General Meeting Church 1187 Franklin @ Geary 546-1333
S _ _ 1:00 - 2:30 ILWU Office _
Thurs. Feb. 11 Callfqrnla Alliance for Retired | 1183 Franklin Street # 4 Jody Reid
Americans (CARA) 550-0828
Wed. Feb. 17 | SAN Senior Housing Action 1:00 - 3pm Christina Olague
Committee (SHAC) 965 Mission St Suite 700 546-1333
Thurs. Feb. PECC Newsletter mailin 10:30 A.M-1 P.M. Sarah Jarmon
18 9 965 Mission St., Suite 550 703-0188 ext. 302
gga-[tr:e L:II’S. PECC Board of 5pm—=6:30pm Alice Dueker
y Directors Mtg. 965 Mission St, Suite 700 703-0188 ext 306
. 9:30 - 11:30 am .
Fri. Feb. 19 HSN General Meeting LightHouse for the Blind and Visually Debbi Lerman
; 415-668-0444
Impaired, 214 Van Ness Avenue.
Fri. Feb. 19 Mayor’s Disability Council 1-4 City Hall Room 400 Mayors Office on
' ' Disability 415-554-6789
Fri. Feb. 26  [SSS Advisory Committee 1-2:30 965 Mission St. Suite 700 Sarah Jarmon 703-0188

Planning for Elders Board of Directors:

Harrison Parker,
DDS (President)

Walter DeVaughn

(Vice President)
Michael Kwok

Alan Coleman, MD

Norma Satten

Nader Shabahangi,
PhD

Pat Hess
(Secretary)
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If you would like to receive Long Term Care News and Views, CLIP form and return to:
PECC 965 Mission St, Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103

Name
Organization
Address
City Zip
Phone: Fax: email:

| would prefer to get my newsletter by Mail email

Enclosed is a donation (appreciated but not required) $12 $25 Other $

Contribute on line at www.planningforelders.org or www.networkforgood.org

Long Term Care News and Views is published by Plann  ing for Elders (PECC). Production by
PECC Staff and Volunteers: Alice Dueker Executive Director, Sarah Jarmon, Senior Survival School®; Donna
Willmott, Consumer Rights for Community Living, James Chionsini, HealthCare Action Team,

PECC Volunteers Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Fran Chan, Bruce Allison, Alex Macdonald, Cordell Thomp-
son, Dagny Takemura, Tricia Webb.

We would like to hear from you!

Send information and commentary to sarah@planningforelders.org or fax to (415) 703-0186.
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