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Another victory has been achieved in the struggle to preserve the In-Home Health
Services program! On February 9", Alameda County Superior Court Judge David Hunter
ruled that the state has no authority to disqualify all people convicted of a felony from
working as an IHSS provider. This is yet another instance in which Governor Schwarzen-
neger has been found by the courts to have exceeded his powers and disregarded the law
in his effort to dismantle the IHSS system. As part of his broad “anti-fraud” campaign
aimed at IHSS, the Governor tried to initiate a new policy prohibiting anyone with a felony
or misdemeanor from serving as an IHSS worker, regardless of the offense or how long
ago it occurred.

Attorney Peter Sheehan, of the Social Justice Law Project, brought the lawsuit. It de-
fends the right of consumers to choose who they want to provide homecare for them, and
protects people with a conviction from being discriminated against in such a blanket fash-
ion. Since many consumers hire family members as their workers, this is a very important
ruling.

This decision will not change the existing state law which bans
homecare workers from the program for 10 years if they are con-
victed of welfare fraud, elder abuse, or child abuse. The background
checks and fingerprinting for workers that began January 1st will
continue, but only those with the above convictions will be banned.

Thank you to all of you subscribers

who have contributed to keeping our Next IHSS- Health Task Force

newsletter going! Thursday March 4th
10:30 A.M.-12:00 Noon
IHSS Consortium

And thanks to all of you who 1453 Mission St. #520

continue to find our newsletter

informative and timely. Did you know you can contribute
to Planning for Elders on-line?
It's not too late to renew your Visit our website:
newsletter subscription or start a www.planningforelders.org
new SUbSC”ptlon' Inside this Issue:
In the Spotlight: Tricia Webb Pg 2

Please use the form on the back News and Events . Pg3
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page to send us your contribution. HAT Pg5
We sure do appreciate it! Senior Survival School Pg 6

Calendar Pg 7




IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Tricia Webb

This month the spotlight shines on our beloved Patricia Anne Webb (Tricia). A native San Francis-
can, she was born on June 17, 19XX at Stanford Hospital (how CPMC) and grew up in the Lakeview dis-
trict. She has 13 brothers and sisters (9 of whom are still alive) and graduated from Macateer High
School, “School was strict back then, like the army,” she recalls, “strict, but really fun.” She has fond
memories of her early life and childhood and remembers that her neighborhood was like a small village
where everyone knew and looked out for each other.

After graduation she lived in Daly City for about a year then came back to Lakeview where she set-
tled down and had her first son Jerome in 1981. Eventually she moved into the Fillmore Center in Febru-
ary of 1996, where she and her two sons live to this day.

Tricia remembers that it was her father when he was sick and dying, who told her she was preg-
nant with her second son. He looked up from the hospital bed and said, “You have an extra jugular vein
because of two heartbeats.” He was right and Jamal was born in 1986.

While her kids were in school, Tricia volunteered a lot but slowed down once they got to high
school. Both boys graduated from Galileo High School and did very well. She beams with pride whenever
she talks about Jerome and Jamal, both of whom are caregivers to their mom.

Tricia was part of on an advisory board at the Independent Living Resource Center and it was
there she met Abbi Coursolle, the director of HAT at PECC. Tricia remembers meeting Marie Jobling
also. “She was so cool, all down to earth and sweet, walking around with no shoes on, being really
friendly but super smart also.” Amihan Makayan got Tricia involved in Senior Survival School.

On March 1, 2004 Tricia came to PECC to help answer phones, and she was soon working daily in
the office. Soon Tricia was speaking out at rallies and hearings, as well as helping with Senior Survival
School. Before she got involved with PECC she never thought anyone could really make a difference, but
after seeing Abbi in a yellow hard hat speaking truth to power, and Marie doing everything she does, Tri-
cia became a dedicated, empowered and outspoken community advocate. Tricia lovingly remembers
Meg as a young Jesuit volunteer who went off to Harvard and then boldly returned to make a wonderful
contribution to the organization.

Tricia was on the governing board of the IHSS Pub-
lic Authority, Commission on Aging Advisory Council, and
still is on the Long Term Care Coordinating Council as well
as being involved in a number of other community organi-
zations.

Tricia served for many years as the office manager '
of Planning for Elders, and without her dedication, organ-
izational skills, street smarts and lovable personality it is
safe to say that the organization would not be as strong as
it is today. She handled everything from ordering office
supplies to telling everyone where everything was located.
Tricia is a beloved and unforgettable member of the PECC
family and even though lately she has been dealing with
some medical issues that have prevented her from being a
cherished daily presence, she always has a home here at
this organization. Tricia is a one-of-a-kind, special person
who will go out of her way to help anyone. She makes her-
self available for others even when she is struggling her-
self. She is a remarkable person with a heart of platinum
(more valuable than gold!). She also happens to have great
taste in music.

It is with immense joy and respect that we send a
big hug and lots of love to the incredible, dedicated, and
always appreciated Ms. Tricia Webb.

Page 2



News and Events
PECC wishes everyone happy Black History Month!

Lift every voice and sing by James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing, We have come over a way that with tears has been
'Til earth and heaven ring, watered,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; We have come, treading our path through the blood
Let our rejoicing rise of the slaughtered,

High as the listening skies, Out from the gloomy past,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. "Til now we stand at last

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
taught us, God of our weary years,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has  God of our silent tears,

brought us; Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, Thou who has by Thy might

Let us march on 'til victory is won. Led us into the light,

Stony the road we trod, Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Bitter the chast'ning rod, Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; we met Thee,

Yet with a steady beat, Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we
Have not our weary feet forget Thee;

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?  Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

= e E W= = May we forever stand,
- True to our God,
True to our native land.

Fifty years ago, Four North Carolina Agricul-
ture and Technical College students partici-
pating in the first non-violent sit-in in Greens-
boro, North Carolina on February 1,1960.
The students were decided to sit at the
‘whites only’ counter at the local Woolworth
drug store in protest of segregation.

Resources for supporting people with disabilities | n Haiti
The devastating earthquake in Haiti left 230,000 dead, and tens of
thousands severely injured. The following are two disability rights
groups that have responded to the needs of those who survived. They §; ’—"‘
are both based on ideas of self-empowerment and solidarity. T
—Whirlwind Wheelchair International is sending rugged wheelchairs :
appropriate for the conditions in Haiti. They work with wheelchair us-
ers to create the chairs they send to people in need. They also support s
local economic development . For more information, their website is :
www.wheelchairsforhaiti.org.

—Portlight Strategies, Inc. is sending much needed supplies to Haiti.
Their organization was created by people with disabilities for the pur-
pose of building personal and community empowerment. Contact
them through www.portlight.org

East Side Arts Alliance




|  Consumer Rights for Community Living

This month, CRCL has been very busy working to ensure the right to affordable public
transportation for seniors and people with disabilities. When the MTA Board announced
its proposal to raise the cost of the discount passes to $30 in April, CRCL began working
with other partners in the community to circulate a petition to Muni to freeze the discount
fares. The petition reads in part:

Any further fare increases at this point will negatively affect our mobility, as we have lim-
ited options for transportation. Lessened mobility can lead to depression, declining nutri-
tion, missed doctor’s appointments, fewer job opportunities, fewer chances for education
and job training, and less contact with family and friends throughout San Francisco. For
MTA to increase fares for people already suffering multiple cuts and threats to our suste-
nance is not justifiable, when MTA can tap into other revenue sources and fare options.
Transportation is our collective resource and access to it is a basic right; it should not
only be for those who can afford to pay increasingly high costs for it.

The response has been strong, over 3000 seniors and people with disabilities have
signed the petition at meal sites, senior centers and resource centers. Hundreds of peo-
ple packed the MTA Board meetings and the Town Hall meetings to speak out against
the proposed fare hikes and cuts in services which will have a devastating effect on our
community. We can't allow Muni to try to solve its budget woes on the backs of the peo-
ple who have the least.

Join us at the MTA Board meeting at 9:00 AM on Frid  ay Febru-
ary 26", City Hall, Room 400 when the board is scheduledt o
make a decision on this issue!

Also:

Save MUNI Townhall Meeting

On Saturday March 6th, join activists and community groups in developing
solutions to the MUNI crisis. The Townhall will be held from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M at
the Women'’s Building, 3543 18th Street. For more information, contact

Jerry Cauthen—cautnl@aol.com, Howard Wong—wongaia@aol.com,

or Gail Switzer—switzer.gail@gmail.com
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PLANNING FOR ELDERS ACTIVITIES:
HealthCare Action Team:;

Every year Planning for Elders takes a lead on budget advocacy through coordinating the
Aging and Disability Budget Coalition, or ADBC. This year we have been meeting and
trying to frame the issues facing our community. We all agree that programs serving
seniors and people with disabilities are a vital part of the public safety net. It is not just fire
and police that keep people safe, but also homecare and community services that keep
people alive. There has been a focus on jobs that have been lost and will continue to be
lost in the community sector as a result of the financial crisis. The ADBC has been
advocating that money should be retained within the senior and disability community
organizations to support direct services. Particular emphasis has been placed on the fact
that community programs save money by preventing more costly hospitalization or
institutionalization.

Programs for seniors and people with disabilities have absorbed disproportionate stress in
budget process. All the cutting and tightening has endangered the public safety net and
any more cuts will certainly eliminate necessary services.

The clients served by community organizations are among the poorest residents in the city
and they face additional socio-economic challenges. Community organizations have been
getting cut by default because cost of doing business is always going up. So even if
funding remains level, it is still a cut.

We can not afford to dismantle community programs at a time when there is a major
demographic shift ahead. This is the Silver Tsunami that is fast approaching. We can not
afford to dismantle programs now. They will be more costly to rebuild. Also the economy,
unemployment, and people returning from the wars are all increasing the number of
people needing services in our society.

If we are looking at cutting the public safety net for our most vulnerable citizens for which
there are no voter mandated revenue streams, we must be willing to look at all set asides
and place all options on the table.

March 2010 HAT MEETING
Wednesday March 10, 2010
Bayanihan Community Center

1010 Mission (at 6th) 11:00 A.M.- 12:30 P.M.

Please call James for more information (415) 703-0 188 Ext 304

Page 5



PLANNING FOR

ELDER ACTIVITIES:
+ 1
! %%% O
1! !
| I )
% 00
! ll!! # 1
$%! &
$1 oy 1$ ("$% 1 194
) 1 %l | + &, -

Page 6



10

(HAT)

DATE ACTIVITY TIME & PLACE MORE INFO?
Mon—Fri Computer Open Lab Call Ahead, i
965 Mission Street Suite 550 (415) 703-0188
Wed. March 3 . ] . LaShaun Williams
DAAS Commission 9:30 am, City Hall, room 416 355.3509
Coalition of Agencies Serving = . Patty Clement
Mon. March. 8 the Elderly (CASE) 3-5:00 Call contact for location 4523500
11:00-12:30
Wed March HealthCare Action Team 1010 Mission (at 6th) James Chionsini

Bayanihan Center

703-0188 ext 304

Thurs. March
11

Long Term Care Coordinating
Council

1:00-3:00 pm
1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor

Bill. Haskell@sfgov.org

Thurs. March

11 Senior Action Network (SAN) 10:00-12:00 Unitarian Universalist SAN
General Meeting Church 1187 Franklin @ Geary 546-1333

Thurs. March I : _ 1:00 - 2:30 ILWU Office _

11 Callfqrnla Alliance for Retired | 1188 Franklin Street # 4 Jody Reid
Americans (CARA) 550-0828

\1/\4ed. March SAN Senior Housing Action 1:00 - 3pm Christina Olague
Committee (SHAC) 965 Mission St Suite 700 546-1333

Thurs. March
18

PECC Newsletter mailing

2 P.M.-4:30 P.M.—Notice change
965 Mission St., Suite 550

Sarah Jarmon
703-0188 ext. 302

gga-[tr:e L:II’S. PECC Board of 5pm—=6:30pm Alice Dueker
y Directors Mtg. 965 Mission St, Suite 700 703-0188 ext 306
. 9:30 - 11:30 am .
Fri. March 19 HSN General Meeting Light House for the Blind and Visually Debbi Lerman
. 415-668-0444
Impaired, 214 Van Ness Avenue.
Fri. March 19 | Mayor’s Disability Council 1-4 City Hall Room 400 Mayors Office on
' Disability 415-554-6789
Fri. March 26 [SSS Advisory Committee 1-2:30 965 Mission St. Suite 700 Sarah Jarmon 703-0188

Planning for Elders Board of Directors:

Harrison Parker,
DDS (President)

Walter DeVaughn

(Vice President)
Michael Kwok

Alan Coleman, MD

Norma Satten

Nader Shabahangi,
PhD

Pat Hess
(Secretary)
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If you would like to receive Long Term Care News and Views, CLIP form and return to:
PECC 965 Mission St, Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103

Name
Organization
Address
City Zip
Phone: Fax: email:

| would prefer to get my newsletter by Mail email

Enclosed is a donation (appreciated but not required) $12 $25 Other $

Contribute on line at www.planningforelders.org or www.networkforgood.org

Long Term Care News and Views is published by Plann  ing for Elders (PECC). Production by
PECC Staff and Volunteers: Alice Dueker Executive Director, Sarah Jarmon, Senior Survival School®; Donna
Willmott, Consumer Rights for Community Living, James Chionsini, HealthCare Action Team,

PECC Volunteers Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Fran Chan, Bruce Allison, Alex Macdonald, Cordell Thomp-
son, Dagny Takemura, Tricia Webb.

We would like to hear from you!

Send information and commentary to sarah@planningforelders.org or fax to (415) 703-0186.
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