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IHSS SHARE OF COST 

What is a Share of Cost for In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS)?

In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) provides assistance with personal care and/or housekeeping tasks so that seniors and people with disabilities can remain living safely in their homes.  Recipients of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) automatically meet IHSS financial eligibility criteria.  Individuals or married couples whose incomes are more than SSI levels, but are still considered to have low incomes, may also be eligible to receive IHSS, often by paying a Share of Cost for the services.  In this situation the IHSS recipient pays a portion of the cost and the government pays for the difference up to an authorized amount.  As of January 1, 2001, many more people are now eligible to receive services without having to pay a Share of Cost under the Aged & Disabled Federal Poverty Level Program (A&D FPL).  

Who is eligible?

· General eligibility

Any person aged 65 or older, or any person aged under 65 who is blind or disabled, who has been determined by the Department of Aging and Adult Services (DAAS) to be in need of personal care and/or housekeeping tasks to remain in their home, meets general eligibility requirements.

· Financial eligibility

You qualify for this program if you meet the following resource and income levels:

Maximum Allowable Resources/Assets:


Individual:

$2000



Couple:

$3000



Resource/Asset Exemptions:

Home and car

Life insurance face value less than $1500

Total non-exempted resources/assets include any money you have in savings or checking bank accounts or cash, stocks or bonds, personal items such as jewelry or furniture, etc. up to a value of $2000. 
Maximum allowable income:  Maximum countable income using Medi-Cal rules cannot be more than  $1153 for one person or  $1545 for a married couple (through March 2010).  If your income is under these amounts, you may eligible for free IHSS including personal care, domestic, and/or related services.  Even if your income exceeds this limit, you may qualify if you have other medically needed monthly medical expenses.  You must provide receipts of your monthly out-of-pocket expenses to your Medi-Cal Eligibility Worker who will deduct them when determining your net countable income.    

Once Share of Cost has been determined, you will be required to pay your full Share of Cost each month towards either your IHSS Provider and/or Medi-Cal expenses.  When your provider has submitted a timesheet and all or a portion of your share of cost is deducted from your provider’s paycheck, both of you will receive a letter notifying you how much you will need to pay your provider for that month.  

If you meet your monthly share of cost with a Medi-Cal provider(s) before your IHSS provider submits a timesheet, then you will not be required to pay your provider.  The IHSS Program will pay your provider directly.

How does it work?

In order to apply and become eligible for IHSS, you must also apply and become eligible for Medi-Cal.

Apply for IHSS by telephone at the San Francisco Department of Aging and Adult Services (DAAS) /IHSS at (415) 355-6700.  Office hours are 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  If the IHSS worker determines that you are eligible, you will be assigned a set number of hours based on the IHSS rules and on your need for services.  

The following table illustrates how Share of Cost works in the IHSS program under the Medi-Cal A&D FPL rules using the case of Ms. Wong.  In the two different scenarios her income differs only by one dollar.

	
	Scenario 1:

Income  $1153 or UNDER
	Scenario 2:

Income OVER $1153



	Ms. Wong’s total countable monthly income


	$1153 

-$20 (standard deduction)

-230 (income disregard)
	$$1154

-$20 (standard deduction)

-230 (income disregard)

	
	= 903


	= $904

	Is Ms. Wong within the allowable income?


	 Yes
	 No

	Share of Cost?
	No Share of Cost.

In this case, Ms. Wong does not have to pay a Share of Cost as she is within the allowable income limits.


	Share of Cost. 

Ms. Wong is $1 over the allowable income limit, and therefore must pay a share of cost.

	To determine the Share of Cost: 

Subtract the Medi-Cal payment level from Ms. Wong’s monthly income
	$ 0  

She pays nothing to get Medi-Cal and IHSS because her income is within the allowable limit.
	 $1154 (countable income)

- $600 Medi-Cal (payment level for a single adult)

-20 (income disregard)

	
	
	=  $534 (the amount Ms. Wong will have to pay each month for IHSS and/or Medi-Cal


Ms. Wong is responsible to pay her entire share of cost in Scenario 2 either via IHSS payment to her provider or for other medically necessary expenses each month (Medi-Cal).  
(If you are not eligible for the A&D program, you may be eligible for another Medi-Cal program with a Share of Cost.

What if I cannot pay my Share of Cost?

If you cannot pay your Share of Cost, call your IHSS social worker to discuss your situation.  You can also call one of the agencies listed below.  These agencies cannot help you pay your Share of Cost, but staff may be able to talk with you about strategies that other people have used in similar situations.
The following organizations can provide information and help with IHSS:

Department of Aging and Adult Services
                   (415) 355-6700

Planning for Elders in the Central City (PECC)

(415) 703-0188

Bay Area Legal Aid





(415) 982-1300

Independent Living Resource Center (ILRC)

(415) 543-6222

IHSS Public Authority & Central Registry


(415) 243-4477
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This fact sheet was prepared by the Senior Survival School, a project of Planning for the Elders in the Central City (PECC).








Utilizing presentations, discussions, and popular education activities, Senior Survival School trains seniors and adults with disabilities to effectively access vital community resources and to exercise their rights when they do. You can reach Sarah Jarmon, Senior Survival School Director, at (415) 703. 0188 x 302 and sarah@planningforelders.org. PECC is located at 965 Mission Street, Suite 550 in San Francisco. Its website is www.planningforelders.org.
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