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CASH ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR IMMIGRANTS (CAPI)

Some immigrants who are not eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) may be able to receive cash assistance under the CAPI program.  The program is now permanent, and is available to many immigrants regardless of when they entered the United States.  This flyer discusses the program.
What is the CAPI program? 
CAPI is a state program that provides cash assistance to some elderly and immigrants and immigrants with disabilities who may not be eligible for federal SSI because of immigration status.  If you are already receiving SSI benefits, you are not eligible for the CAPI program. 
Who is eligible for the program? 

The following groups of immigrants are eligible for CAPI: 

· Seniors (65 years or older) and persons with disabilities who are “qualified” immigrants. 

· Seniors (65 years or older), and persons with disabilities who are “permanently residing in the U.S. under color of law” (“PRUCOL”). 

In addition to these qualifications for 2009, you must also meet the federal SSI income and resource rules. For example, an individual is allowed to earn less than $840 and has less than $2000 in property assets.  A couple can earn less than $1469 and have less than $3,000 property assets.  Please note that your home, possibly your car and your household goods, may not be included.

Who is a “qualified” immigrant? 

Qualified immigrants include: lawful permanent residents, refugees, asylees, persons granted withholding of deportation, conditional entry, paroled into the U.S. for at least a year, certain Cuban/Haitian entrants, and certain battered spouses and children. 

Who is a “PRUCOL” immigrant? 

PRUCOL stands for “permanently residing under color of law”.  PRUCOL is a term that generally describes immigrants whom the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) knows are in the United States, but whom the INS is not taking steps to deport or remove. 

I am a lawful permanent resident.  Will my sponsor's income be added to mine (“deemed”) when I apply for CAPI?

If a sponsor signed an “affidavit of support” form when you entered the U.S., your sponsor's income and resources may be added to yours in determining your eligibility for benefits.  This “deeming” rule makes the income of many immigrants too high to qualify for CAPI.  You may be able to receive CAPI if your sponsor's income is very low, or if you meet one of the exceptions from deeming (described below).  Deeming does not apply to refugees, asylees, parolees, battered spouses who have filed a self-petition for an immigrant visa, or to certain other immigrants who are not required to have a sponsor. 

I recently became a lawful permanent resident.  For how long will the deeming rules apply to me? 

If you entered the U.S. on or after August 22, 1996, your sponsor's income will be added to yours for 10 years after you became a lawful permanent resident.  The 10-year period applies regardless of which affidavit of support your sponsor signed.  However, if your sponsor has a disability and signed a traditional affidavit of support (USCIS form I-134), the deeming period is 3 years. 

What are the exceptions from deeming? 

The exceptions from the sponsor deeming rules in CAPI depend on which affidavit of support form your sponsor signed.  If your sponsor signed a “traditional” affidavit of support (USCIS form I-134), then the deeming rules do not apply if you became disabled after entering the U.S., or if you are a victim of domestic violence.  If your sponsor signed a “new” affidavit of support (USCIS form I-864), then deeming does not apply if you would go hungry or homeless without assistance, or if you are a victim of domestic violence. This exception from deeming is granted for 12 months at a time. 

How will the CAPI agency decide whether I would go hungry or homeless without assistance? 

The Social Security Administration has provided guidance on this question. It says that immigrants meet this exception from deeming if the income they actually receive is less than about $623 per month, or $934 for a couple (the federal SSI benefit rate).  This exception does not apply if the immigrant receives free room and board.  California agencies should be following this guidance, but may not be aware of it.  If you believe that you are in this situation, but are having trouble getting CAPI benefits, seek help from one of the agencies listed below.
If I apply for CAPI, will I be eligible for Medi-Cal or food stamps? 

Immigrants who are eligible for CAPI may be eligible for Medi-Cal and/or food stamps.  Make sure to ask your eligibility worker for help in applying for Medi-Cal and food stamps at the same time that you apply for CAPI. 

How much cash will I get? 

The payment will depend on your situation.  Generally, if you live alone you will be eligible for about $840 per month $1482 for a couple.  Payments to persons who are blind are higher.  CAPI recipients get $10 less than individuals and $20 less if an eligible couple, than what federal SSI benefits pay (including State Supplemental Payments or SSP). 

How do I apply? 

Apply for CAPI at the Department of Human Services at 1440 Harrison Street (between 10th and 11th Streets).  The CAPI department can be reached at (415) 558-1978.

You may have to show proof that you have applied for SSI in order to complete your CAPI application; however, you can apply for both programs on the same day.  Your benefits will begin the month after you apply for, or try to apply for CAPI, so you should apply as soon as possible.  Be sure to get a written receipt with a date showing that you applied or tried to apply for CAPI. 

Will getting CAPI hurt my chances of becoming a permanent resident? 
When you apply to become a permanent resident (get a green card) you generally must show the government that you are not likely to become dependent on government benefits in the future.  In these cases, receiving CAPI benefits might be a problem, particularly if you are depending on CAPI for your sole support.  However, some CAPI recipients who are applying for permanent resident status will not have this problem.  These include refugees, persons who were granted asylum and persons who are applying for their green card based on having lived in the United States since before 1972.  If you already have a green card, using CAPI is not a problem unless you leave the U.S. for 180 days or more at a time. 
Will getting CAPI hurt my chances of becoming a citizen? 

If you already have your green card and are applying for U.S. citizenship, receiving CAPI benefits will not hurt your chances of becoming a U.S. citizen unless you got the benefits fraudulently.  For example, you may have trouble becoming a citizen if you intentionally say that you have less income than you really do when you applied for CAPI. 

Who can I call for additional information?

Department of Human Services—CAPI

1440 Harrison Street (between 10th and 11th Streets)

San Francisco, CA

(415) 558-1978

Bay Area Legal Aid

50 Fell Street, First Floor, 
San Francisco, CA 
(415) 982-1300

lmmigrant Assistance Line 

(415) 543-6767 Spanish / English

(415) 543-6769 Chinese / English
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This fact sheet was prepared by the Senior Survival School, a project of Planning for the Elders in the Central City (PECC).








Utilizing presentations, discussions, and popular education activities, Senior Survival School trains seniors and adults with disabilities to effectively access vital community resources and to exercise their rights when they do. You can reach Sarah Jarmon, Senior Survival School Director, at (415) 703. 0188 x 302 and sarah@planningforelders.org. PECC is located at 965 Mission Street, Suite 550 in San Francisco. Its website is www.planningforelders.org.
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