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When the Budget Gets Rough, 

The Tough get Organized

We are facing serious financial times ahead. It is more important than ever that we, as advocates, consumers and providers become engaged in the budget process. We need to pull together and develop effective, strategic methods to influence the funding for vital social services so that we can sustain what we have achieved. 


San Francisco is fortunate in that we do have a safety net (however full of holes it may be). We are fortunate because our local economy is strong in comparison to other regions. We have networks of community organizations and advocacy mechanisms that we can move to action. We have  powerful, progressive allies in local government. It is now time to pull together, and work as one to ensure that we support our community. 


The Aging and Disability Budget Coalition has been meeting for several years and has been able to affect the funding outcomes for many programs. We will be holding a budget advocacy training and strategy session on Dec. 10 with Monique Zmuda from the Controllers office. This will be a participatory meeting in which we will  begin to unravel and understand the intricacies of the unique local (and state)  budget issues we face during these difficult times. More importantly, we will brainstorm and develop a strategic plan about mobilizing our communities to influence the safety net we depend on. We need YOU to participate!

SAVE THE DATE:

BUDGET ADVOCACY TRAINING AND STRATEGY SESSION

Wednesday December 10

2:00 - 5:00 

65 9th Street Quaker Center

San Francisco

Please RSVP to James at (415) 703-0188 ext 304

or james@planningforelders.org

AND DON’T FORGET TO COME TO 

 Angelique Gonzales’

Going away party  

Friday December 12

4:30 - 6:30 

at the PECC office

965 Mission #550

Next IHSS-Health Task Force Mtg
Thursday, January 8, 2008 

10:30 – Noon  111 Jones St.

Election Update

Board of Supervisors

Dist 1: Eric Mar

Dist 3: David Chiu

Dist 4 Carmen Chu

Dist 5: Ross Mirkarimi

Dist 7: Sean Elsbernd

Dist 9: David Campos

Dist 11: John Avalos

Measure A:  YES (San Francisco General Hospital Bond) 

Measure B:   NO (Affordable Housing Fund) 

Measure H:   NO (Setting Clean Energy Deadlines) 

Measure L:   NO (Community Justice Center) 

Measure M:  YES (Protection from Landlord Harassment) 

Measure N*:  YES (Changing Property Transfer Tax) 

Measure Q*:  YES  (Modifying the Payroll Tax) 

Measure T:   YES (Free Substance Abuse Treatment) 

The San Francisco November election results are in! Some of the propositions that concern people with disabilities and seniors here in our City by the Bay are listed below. Technically the dept of elections is still counting a few “provisional” ballots, but it looks like this is it as of 11/18/08. You can always check the website to see there are any changes:  http://www.sfgov.org/site/elections_index.asp. 

You can also call them at (415) 554-4375.


You may recall that Planning for Elders supported the two revenue measures Propositions N and Q. They both passed handily! Here’s a recap:

*Proposition N doubles the property transfer tax for sales of high value buildings worth $5 million or more. This will bring in $29 million a year. 
*Proposition Q closed the loophole that allows business partnerships to avoid paying the city's payroll tax.  This will bring in $10-12 million a year. 

Its that time of year! Once again DPH has taken its scalpel to the peoples’ programs:

Some of the newest round of mid year cuts (totaling $22 million) are:

Many of these programs have been targeted before and they may be targeted again.

This is all the more reason to get involved now in the budget work we are doing. 

San Francisco Department of Public Health Cuts

Asthma Task Force (-$102,000), 

Outpatient Mental health 

(-$1,277,536), 

Mental Health Outreach (- $920,030), 

Bayview Health Initiative (- $75,000),

Trauma Recovery Center (- $388,331), 

Mental Health Services Single Standard of Care  (- $1,330,483)

HIV Prevention (- $1,131,720), 

STD Testing (- $72,500), 

Closure of Housing Projects 

(-$323,660), 

Crisis Response Team SFGH (-$364,042), 

SRO Collaborative (-$357,187), 

Medical Patch for Adult Day Health

 (-$40,000),

Reduce Primary Care Services 

(-$265,209).

AGING AND DISABILITY BUDGET ADVOCACY AND TRAINING SESSION

WED DEC 10 AT 65 9TH STREET 2:00 - 5:00  

CALIFORNIA STATE BUDGET CRISIS

MAJOR CUTS TO HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES PROPOSED BY GOVERNOR

SACRAMENTO (CDCAN)  -  Faced with a growing budget shortfall that is now over $11 billion and growing, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger proposed a wide range of major cuts to health and human services that impact children and adults with disabilities, mental health needs, seniors, the blind, low income children and families, providers across California. The Governor estimated that the shortfall could grow another $13 billion during the 2009-2010 State Budget year that begins July 1, 2009 – meaning the total budget deficit that the State needs to bridge this year could be nearly $25 billion. 

In some cases – such as the proposed elimination of the Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants, IHSS and Medi-Cal, these cuts would be permanent. 

Sales Tax Increase

The Governor also proposed ways to increase revenues, that includes a temporary increase of the state sales tax, to be effective (if approved) January 1, 2009, of 1.5% for three years.    

OVERVIEW OF  PROPOSED CUTS:

Medi-Cal

* Reduce California Medi-Cal benefits to the level of optional benefits provided in most other states by eliminating permanently the following optional benefits:


adult dental, chiropractic, incontinence creams and washes, acupuncture, audiology, podiatry, 
and psychology Medi-Cal funded services.

* Reduce Medi-Cal benefits for newly qualified immigrants and immigrants who permanently live in California to the same level currently provided to undocumented immigrants,

* Reinstate share of cost for Medi-Cal services for persons with disabilities, blind or seniors with incomes over the SSI/SSP limits,

* Cut emergency services for undocumented immigrants by implementing monthly eligibility determination for emergency services, 

* Change Medi-Cal eligibility by reducing the income level for new Medi-Cal to approximately 72% of the federal poverty level – and define “under employment” as the principal wage earner who works less than 100 hours a month for persons applying for the Medi-Cal Section 1931 (b) program.

In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) 

* Cut the State’s participation (matching funds) for IHSS worker wages and benefits to the level of the State minimum wage.

* Eliminate the IHSS share of cost buy-out for persons receiving IHSS with an average functional index score of less than 4. They would be required to pay for more of their IHSS services before qualifying for state subsidies (money).  

*Eliminate IHSS domestic and related services for persons receiving IHSS, as measured by a functional index rank of 4 or less. 

SSI/SSP (Supplemental Security Income/State Supplemental Payment)

* Proposal to reduce the State part of the grant (SSP) to the “maintenance of effort” as required by federal law.  This would mean, for example, that persons receiving SSI/SSP in January, who receive the maximum SSI/SSP grant of $907 would see a reduction of about $77 dollars – or a total SSI/SSP grant level reduced to $830

* Proposal to permanently eliminate the Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI).

Regional Centers

* Proposal for an 18 month 3% regional center provider rate reduction 

* Proposal for a 3% reduction – unallocated – to the regional center operations budget, 

* Proposal to provide “flexibility” to regional centers on their caseload ratios (current ratio is 1 service coordinator to 66 persons).  

California Food Assistance Program (CFAP)

Proposal to eliminate this program, which is state funded only and provides food assistance to low income legal immigrants.  

CalWORKS

Note: thousands of children with special needs, and thousands of their parents with special needs, including mental health needs, are in the CalWORKS program

* Proposal to reduce CalWORKS benefits by changing the Safety Net program, by limiting benefits for families beyond the 60 month time limit only if they meet federal work participation requirements.  

* Proposal to limit cash aid for families receiving child only CalWORKS benefits  to 60 months.

* Proposal to put in place a “face to face self sufficiency review” every six months with a county works for CalWORKS families whoa re not meeting work requirements. 

* Proposal to reduce CalWORKS grants by 10%. This would mean a reduction in the maximum CalWORKS grant for a family of 3, from $723 to $651.

Governor’s Proposals Will Need Approval by Legislature
Any proposal by the Governor – whether to increase revenues or to cut spending – would need approval by the Legislature.  While the Governor can order the Legislature to return for a special session – which has never before been held this late in an election year before – he cannot force them to act.  

However, given the enormous projected budget shortfall – that is also impacting the State’s cash flow so it can pay its monthly bills – legislative leaders from both parties promise action.  Democratic legislative leaders insist that the budget shortfall cannot be closed only with more spending cuts alone.  

Republican legislative leaders are adamantly opposed to any tax increases, saying it is a bad idea during a time when the economy is so bad in California. .   

The Legislature will almost certainly hold some form of public hearings – though it is not clear how or when that will happen.  

If the current Legislature fails to take action this month, the Governor could call the new Legislature, with new members taking office December 1, in December or in January, to meet at the same time when the regular session for 2009 officially begins. 

From CDCAN  http://www.cdcan.us/

On October 22 HAT along with  Seniors Organizing Seniors SAN, St Anthony’s, The SRO Collaborative, Tenants Together, Institute on Aging, Canon Kip and others held a noisy protest in front of the California State Building against Governor Schwarzenegger’s line item veto budget cuts. In particular we demanded that he return the renters rebate tax refund that seniors and people with disabilities count on each year. 

 Again on November 19 we joined the same organizations for a statewide rally demanding the same thing. The second rally was coordinated with solidarity actions throughout the state.

 The California Safe Hospital Discharge Campaign is underway. Stay tuned for big things from HAT!

Great news: Joanne Smith of Seniors Organizing Seniors was awarded the first annual Senior of the Year award at the SOS Banquet celebration on November 18! Hooray Joanne.

Be sure to come to Angeliques

Going away Party on the 12th..

At the PECC office @ 4:30

HAT Meeting

Wednesday December 10

12:00-1:30

65 9th Street  Quaker Center

Call James for more information (415) 703-0188 ext 304!

In the process of upgrading the postal mailing software to make it work better I deleted a bunch of addresses. It was a slight computer database tragedy but everything is getting repaired. If you want to get a reminder post card, please call me and check in so I can make sure you are on the list. 

 

Senior Survival School
Congratulations to the participants from our October-November session of Senior Survival School! This LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender) session was great! We had approximately 15 participants over the course of four days of class, and our participants came to class ready to learn, and to participate actively with lots of questions and comments.  The class collected information about community based resources and about senior, disability, and LGBT rights. Several people commented that the class presentations and materials were very useful, and would be shared with family and friends.  Our LGBT class was interested in a number of issues from a social justice perspective, and our post-election discussions about the potential of popular movements to create social change were particularly lively.  Special thanks, as always, to the many presenters who came to share their expertise with us, to Bethany Center and Openhouse for co-sponsoring, and to Constance and Alex, our fearless volunteers. 

We’ll have news to share soon about the next Senior Survival School Director, and the work ahead. In the meantime, I wish Senior Survival School many bright years to come.  I have loved doing this work, and I thank all of you for your generosity, your kindness, and your solidarity! ¡Hasta la próxima! — Angelique

Passings

Dr. Harry Weinstein, a founder of Planning for Elders and a long-time board member, died recently.  His death came only a few days after we honored his work by awarding this year’s Dr. Harry Weinstein Award.  Dr. Weinstein will be remembered by many for his years of work on behalf of seniors and people with disabilities in San Francisco.  Dr. Weinstein was a leader, he served as a member of our Board from its inception until recently and provided insightful direction in the early days of the Health Task Force. His commitment to the development of a quality continuum of services and his appreciation of the important role of advocacy and training helped shape the vision and mission of Planning for Elders.  Each year we give a special award in his honor in recognition of outstanding leadership in the arena of home and community-based services; this year the award was given to Norma Satten.  (See the related story about the Award Celebration on p. 7.)


When honoring Dr. Weinstein in 2002, former Planning for Elders’ Executive Director Marie Jobling listed a few of the many qualities she admired about Dr. Weinstein:  “he has an abundance of hope and an absence of cynicism; a firm belief in the power of a good idea; an appreciation for how all of life is about learning, regardless of your age or abilities, and a keen sense of what is fair and just.  As if all that is not enough, he has promoted the concept that direct service and advocacy need to go hand in hand.  Overall, he has made a life long commitment to developing quality services where both the care recipients and care providers are treated with respect and appreciation.  And of course, did I mention his sense of humor?   Throughout it all, he has helped me remember that while we need to take the issues seriously, we should never take ourselves too seriously.”  All of us at Planning for Elders regret the loss and appreciate the years of service Dr. Weinstein gave to us.

Hank Wilson, a beloved 30 plus year veteran of the gay and AIDS movement nationwide, and especially San Francisco, died on November 9 at the age of 61. He cared deeply for seniors and people with disabilities and fought hard for their rights.


Hank had a hand in the creation of more than a dozen community organizations and events. He managed supportive housing for formerly homeless people living with AIDS at the Ambassador Hotel for 20 years. He co-founded the Tenderloin AIDS Network, and ran a drop-in center for homeless people “Busters Place.” Hank also served on the San Francisco Shelter Monitoring Committee and worked tirelessly for the rights of homeless people. He was a strong PECC ally and worked to improve discharge planning. You could hardly walk down the street with him without someone coming up and wanting to give him a hug and thank him for something. Tommi Avicolli Mecca described Hank as the eternal optimist who saw a silver lining in every cloud. 


Hank always put the concerns of clients above his own and a lot of people called him the Mother Teresa of the Tenderloin. A Memorial will be held Saturday December 6, 2:00 pm at the Eureka Valley health Center 100 Collingwood, San Francisco.


	        DATE
	 ACTIVITY
	 TIME & PLACE
	 MORE INFO?

	Mon—Fri
	Computer Open Lab
	Call Ahead, 

965 Mission Street  Suite 550
	703-0188 

	Wed.


	SAN Health Program
	 No meeting in December
	James Keys 

546-1333

	Wed.

Dec3
	DAAS Commission
	9:30 am, City Hall, room 416
	LaShaun. Williams 

355-3509

	Thurs.

Dec 11
	Coalition of Agencies

Serving the Elderly 

Holiday Party 


	4-6 pm Aquatic Park


	Patty Clement 

452-3500

	 Wed.

 Dec 10
	HealthCare Action Team (HAT) meeting
	Noon-1:30 pm

65 Ninth St (Quaker Center)
	James Chionsini

703-0188 ext 304

	 Wed

 Dec 10
	 Aging and Disability Budget   Coalition Advocacy and Train-  ing Session 
	65 9th St (Quaker Center) 
	Alice Dueker 

703-0188 ext 306

	Thurs. 

Dec 11
	 SAN General Meeting

 (Holiday Party)
	St. Mary’s Cathedral 

1111 Gough Street
	SAN 

546-1333

	Thurs.

 Dec 11
	California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA)
	Noon-1:30 pm

St. Mary’s Cathedral
	Jody Reid

550-0828

	Thurs. 

 Dec 11
	Long Term Care 

Coordinating Council
	1:00-3:00pm

1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor
	Bill.Haskell@sfgov.org

	Thurs.

Dec 18
	PECC 

Newsletter Mailing
	10:30-12:30 pm

965 Mission St, Suite 550
	Angelique 

Gonzáles

703-0188 ext 302

	Thurs.

Dec 18
	PECC Board of 

Directors Mtg.
	4pm—6pm

965 Mission St, Suite 700
	Alice Dueker

703-0188 ext 306

	Fri.  

Dec 
	 Mayors Disability Council
	To Be announced.
	Mayors Office on 

Disability 415. 554-6799 

	Fri

Dec 12
	Angelique Gonzales 

going away party
	965 Mission #550 4:30 -- 6:30
	James Chionsini

(415) 703-0188 ext 304


