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   City Budget Advocacy Update - Continued Cuts!
Just when you thought it was safe to return to ordinary life for a while the Mayor, less than two weeks after signing the city budget, made $4.8 million more cuts to that same budget that he just approved!  The community was anticipating mid year cuts (in January) or even first quarter cuts (October) but no one anticipated two week cuts! And this round of reductions does not need to be approved by the Board of Supervisors. 

   Some of the cuts important to us are as follows: -$175,000 from Dept of Aging and Adult Services, -$1,965,491 from Department of Public Health, -$915,103 from Human Services Agency, -$185,000 from Department of Children Youth and Families. These cuts include (but are not limited to) the elimination of 3 Health at Home nurses that provide services to people with chronic illnesses, the reduction in operating room time at SF General Hospital, reduction in the Disability Evaluation and Advocacy Program that helps connect eligible people with federal services (thus saving the city money), reduction in outreach services for community based organizations, a reduction in outpatient mental health and substance abuse services. Noticeable is a $397,446 cut (from HSA, above) to Homeless Drop in Services in the Tenderloin. It is not clear why he chose to target services to the extremely poor for these cuts. 

   It was just over a month ago that the community was working closely with the Board of Supervisors to add back money that the Mayor had initially wanted to eliminate. The Board listened to people who stood in line for hours to testify. They met with community leaders and worked to mitigate the massive cuts. Money was found and restorations were made. Little did anyone know that the Mayor would evoke a kind of special executive privilege, ignore the will of the people expressed through their elected representatives and carve up the budget like a Thanksgiving turkey. 

   The options before us now are in the political zone. Just as the Mayor has taken away, so can he give back if pressure is applied to the appropriate places. Advocates, clients, bureaucrats and politicians from San Francisco to Sacramento agree that this is just the first of several difficult budget years to come, so it is more important than ever to stay involved.     We will be planning some actions in the upcoming weeks and will be contacting people for participation and support, so stay involved and stay in touch with Planning for Elders!
SAVE THE DATE!

Planning for Elders 

Annual Awards Celebration

Thursday, October 30, 2008 

(see pg 2)
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STATE BUDGET

State Budget Still Stalled

  After many weeks of wrangling, state legislators are still stalled over the passage of the California State Budget with Democratic legislators wanting to pass measures to increase revenues and Republican legislators wanting to balance the budget through expenditure/service cuts and to add a spending cap for the future.  Legislators continue to hold hearings as this newsletter goes out.  Below and on Page 3 are potential impacts to state programming that effect seniors and persons with disabilities.  

Impact of Budget Delay Serious Say State Officials and Advocates

   Assembly Speaker Karen Bass (Democrat - Los Angeles), warned that further delay in passage of a State budget will mean soon that California will need to borrow over $4 billion just to pay day to day bills.  Bass said the borrowing would mean the State would have to pay between $300 to $400 million to debt service. That would mean increasing the State budget deficit by at least that amount.  

   The Governor and legislative leaders of both parties have previously raised the serious impact on state services, including state workers, resulting on continued delay of a State budget, though no progress appears to be made on a budget deal.   

   Disability, mental health and senior advocates have raised major concerns about the growing impact on the budget delay that has cut off funding that reimbursements community-based providers across the State who provide services and supports to thousands of people with disabilities, mental health needs and seniors.  Many are facing now imminent closure or reduction in services.  

   Advocates raised concerns in addition to concerns of any final cuts that are contained in a budget that.  A budget alert was released last week by advocates (including CDCAN) urging opposition to more cuts to health and human services, including a rumored proposal to cut the federal cost of living scheduled for January 1, 2009,  for those people receiving SSI/SSP (Supplemental Security Income/State Supplemental Payment). A cut to the state cost of living for SSI/SSP was approved in February, and expanded to include all of 2008 and 2009 through May 2010 in the budget currently proposed by the Democrats (AB 1781).  

 

Budget Proposed By Legislative Democrats  Would Include New Revenues

SPENDING

   Many critical details on State spending on services and programs, especially those impacting children and adults with disabilities, mental health needs, seniors and others are not contained in the main State budget bill (in this case, AB 1781), but are contained in budget related bills - called "trailer bills" that follow passage of the main budget bill.  No budget related bills were proposed on the Assembly floor, so many critical details on what will happen to many programs are not finalized or known publicly.  Many rejected spending cut proposals could be revived or proposed, as the Governor and legislative leaders try to reach a budget deal in the coming weeks.

* Medi-Cal: The spending plan proposed by Legislative Democrats - most of which was done in June by the Budget Conference Committee, restores some - but not all of the Medi-Cal provider rate cuts that went into effect July 1, 2008 - and rejected, as the budget committees did in June, the Governor's proposals to eliminate 11 Medi-Cal "optional benefits".   

* In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS): Rejects the Governor's earlier major cuts proposed for In-Home Supportive Services in January and May.

* SSI/SSP: Includes, as approved by the Budget committees in June, continuing cuts to the State cost of living for SSI/SSP (Supplemental Security Income/State Supplemental Payment) from June 1, 2008 through May 31, 2010. A proposal to cut the federal cost of living increase scheduled for January 1, 2009, was not included - but the idea remains alive (as all proposals remain alive until a budget is approved and signed into law).  

NEW REVENUES

AB 1781 as of now would include over $6.7 billion in new revenues for the State, including: 

* Income Taxes: raising taxes to 10% on the income of couples who make over $321,000 per year, and raise it to 11% on those who make over $642,000 per year.  The highest percentage that a person would pay now on their State income taxes is 9.3%.

* Corporation Taxes: Would increase taxes on corporations.

* Tax Credits: Would reduce child income tax credits 

* Sales Tax Increase: Does not include the Governor's proposal to temporarily increase the State sales tax

* State Lottery Money: Would revise the Governor's proposal in January dealing with the California Lottery, by having the State borrow against the lottery profits without adding new games and maintaining the funding in the program for education.  

BUDGET REFORM - SPENDING CAP

   The Governor and legislative leaders were hoping to place on the November ballot, as part of a budget deal, some budget reforms that require approval of California voters.  However there is sharp and deep disagreement on the details of those reforms - including disagreement of a spending cap, establishing budget spending priorities and giving a governor new authority to make automatic spending cuts.  

   Secretary of State Debra Bowen said last week that the deadline for the Legislature to place a measure on the November ballot is August 16 - though there is disagreement among some policymakers whether the Legislature can change that deadline.  The Governor could also call a special election after the November election to consider budget reforms.

* Reserve Fund: Legislative Democrats proposed creation of a "rainy day" reserve fund that would divert any higher than expected State revenues into it and could only be used for certain purposes that they believe is a flexible spending cap.  It was proposed as an alternative to the Governor's and legislative Republican proposals for a much more stricter spending cap.  Creates a reserve "rainy day" fund of $1.755 billion.

* Spending Cap - On Friday Assembly Democrats killed a proposal by Assembly Republicans calling for a strict spending cap on State spending.  (From CDCAN)

CARA URGENT Alert 
 Calls are needed to ALL DEMOCRATS (Senators and Assemblymembers) in the legislature urging them to REJECT spending caps and other budget constraints, and SUPPORT the revenues needed to prevent deep cuts!

 Call 1-888-268-4334 (toll free) 

TODAY to tell your legislators:
 California needs real, long-term solutions to our state's budget crisis.  I urge you to:
1.  OPPOSE any budgeting constraints like so-called "spending caps" that would force perpetual cuts to [cite your top priorities] education, health care, home care, law enforcement, parks, disaster response, and other vital services in our community.  

2.  SUPPORT permanent revenues to prevent deep cuts to our students, seniors, people with disabilities, children and communities.  No more cuts are acceptable!

HealthCare Action Team:  

July/August News


The First Annual HAT Summer BBQ was a big success. We will plan to hold a event of this kind every summer as part of the overall plan. A big thanks goes out to Mindy over at Chinatown Neighborhood Development Corporation for letting us use the wonderful, two BBQ grill patio oasis of 201 Turk street. 


We enjoyed food and discussed some future plans, including the introduction of a new HAT play that will (hopefully) entertain and (definitely) inform people about their rights to appeal medical care.  

Other HAT news:

We have been working closely with the Transitional Care workgroup of the Long Term Care Coordinating Council to address the long standing issue of improving hospital discharge planning. We have some progress to report. The one page patient information sheet that HAT developed to inform people of their rights has found a hospital that is willing to distribute the form to their patients. The details are being worked out even as I write this, so stay tuned...

Senior Survival School Update

Senior Survival School held a two-day special session on healthcare issues at the end of June.  The first day of our session presented much needed and current information on a variety of healthcare issues, including effectively accessing Medicare and Medi-Cal, how to avoid insurance fraud and pushy insurance salespeople, and what to do about medical debts.  Our presenters from Bay Area Legal Aid, HICAP (Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program), and Healthy San Francisco brought their expertise and plenty of written materials to share. Following their presentations we had an extensive question and answer session and participants were able to get assistance with individual situations.

On the following day we screened “Sicko”, an exploration of the U.S. healthcare system by director Michael Moore. The event was an opportunity for many seniors who had not seen the film to watch it in good company and share their impressions with each other.  We discussed the film as well as ideas on the healthcare system as a whole. We had approximately 20 participants on each day, and received very positive feedback from them on the format of the session. Senior Survival School extends its thanks to the presenters who provided us with such important information and to the Tenderloin Family Apartments at 201 Turk Street for accommodating us. 

We are currently planning for the fall and winter and looking forward to a session in the Bayview neighborhood, as well as more one or two day special sessions on specific topics. 

Stay informed! 

To be placed on the mailing list and notified of future sessions of Senior Survival School please contact 

Angelique at  415. 703. 0188 x 302.

The Womens Foundation, Women Speak Out: Changing the Way Californians Age, on Friday, September 12,  2008, at Preservation Park, Nile Room, 1233 Preservation Park Way, Oakland, CA 94612  (off of MLK near 980). 

 

Californian Women Creating Change for All to Age Well! 
Women Speak Out: Changing the Way Californians Age
Join us in creating a California where we can all age in our own homes with well-being, dignity and economic security. Diverse elder women and their allies are invited to share their stories and insights in roundtable dialogues with policy makers regarding elder women’s priorities, assets and their valuable role in strengthening families and communities.  Women of color, immigrants and refugees, disabled adults, LGBT and low-income populations are especially encouraged to participate. 

Event Details:
Registration open between 9:00am–10:00am

Testimonies & Roundtable Discussions with Policy Makers: 10:00am–2:00pm

Interpreter services and childcare provided to registered participants.  Lunch will be served

Attendance is free. Space is limited. Please register early.  

We encourage you to be part of this roundtable dialogue. To learn more and to register, please go to www.womensfoundca.org.  On the right side of the page under “Whats New?”, scroll down to Elder Women Initiative.  Click for more information and to register on line in your area.  Below is some information from the website.  Please circulate this information to those you think may be interested.  

SERVICE ANIMALS & FEDERAL BILL

The Importance of Animals in Service: Testimonial by Anaperla Aureoles, Part 3

What is an Emotional Support Animal? An Emotional Support Animal (ESA) is one who provides therapeutic benefit to its owner through companionship and affection. ESAs are not specially trained to perform tasks; they are pets owned by people with disabilities and are not protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act. People often confuse Emotional Support Animals with Psychiatric Service Dogs, but they are different.

 

You will not have public access rights with your ESA as with a Service Dog. But in San Francisco for example, and in many other cities, local governments are beginning to challenge the federal laws. In addition, there are two US federal laws that grant special rights to some owners of Emotional Support Animals. The Fair Housing Amendments Act (FHAA) establishes a procedure for modifying "no pet" policies in most types of housing to permit a person with a disability or a person who is elderly to keep a pet for emotional support. The Air Carrier Access Act establishes a procedure for again modifying pet policies on aircraft to permit a person with a disability to travel with a prescribed emotional support animal so long as they have appropriate documentation and the animal is not a danger to others and dose not interfere with others.
Aging Organizations Support Bill to Improve Medicaid Home and Community-Based Care
Senate Finance Committee members John Kerry (D-MA) and Charles Grassley (R-IA) have introduced S. 3327, the Empowered at Home Act. The bill is designed to improve state's ability to provide Medicaid home and community-based services (HCBS) to eligible beneficiaries. NCOA supports and helped to write the legislation.

According to Sen. Kerry, "Home and community-based services are high-quality, cost-effective, and help many people live independent lives, but Medicaid continues to favor nursing homes. It's a problem when the nation's largest purchaser of long-term care services is tilted towards nursing homes rather than home and community-based services."

The bill would:
*Improve the HCBS State Plan Amendment Option passed under the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005;  

*Ensure that spousal impoverishment protections available to couples in nursing homes also are available to those who choose HCBS;
*Develop Medicaid demonstration grants for evidence-based health promotion and disease prevention programs, similar to those available under the Older Americans Act; 
*Provide a family caregiver tax credit;
*Improve Medicaid HCBS data collection; and
*Analyze and report on state implementation of the Medicaid Home Health program.

August 14 - Social Security Celebrates 73rd Birthday
   Seniors across the country celebrated Social Security’s 73rd birthday, the program that has kept millions of Americans out of poverty and by promising to continue fighting privatization efforts.  On August 14, 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act into law as a “measure of protection to the average citizen and to his family against the loss of a job and against poverty-ridden old age.”  

SSI SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS 

SSI - Some Suggestions to Improve the Lives of 7 million people.

Information Bulletin # 258 (8/08).

   A recent report from the bipartisan Social Security Advisory Board (Issue Brief #4) raised some important issues regarding Supplemental Security Income, the federal grant program that provides monthly grants to at least five million very low-income people with disabilities and nearly two million older Americans.

   SSI is a poverty program, and many of its provisions make sure people stay in poverty!  Here's what the Advisory Board presented to improve SSI:

   First, in order to receive the full federal SSI grant, a person currently may keep only $20 of any income (a "general exclusion") and may also have an "earned income exclusion" of only the first $65 of earnings and half of the amount above $65 a month.  These "exclusions" were in the original legislation more than 30 years ago and have never been increased.

   If advocates had successfully organized and demanded that these exclusions keep up with inflation, then they would be up to $87 a month for the general exclusion and earned income exclusion would be $284.  Using the Average Wage Index, instead of the general inflation index, the general exclusion would now be $105 and the earned income exclusion would be $342 a month.

   Until Congress increases these exclusions, people on SSI have tremendous disincentives to work and will remain far below the federal poverty level.

   Second, in 1989 the asset limit was increased so that an individual could have no more than $2,000 in assets and a couple only $3,000.  Remember, these assets were supposed to help SSI recipients cover emergencies that a monthly SSI grant could not cover, e.g., a broken chair lift, car repairs, broken dishwasher, uncovered medical costs.  If these 1989 costs had kept up with inflation, an individual would be able to keep $3,500 and a couple $5,250. If they were adjusted to the Average Wage Index, they would now be $4,200 for an individual and $6,300 for a couple.

   Third, when SSI was originally enacted, a married couple on SSI was presumed to be able to live more economically than two people living alone.  That's why a SSI grant for a couple is only one-and-a half times the individual rate. As the Social Security Advisory Board stated, "two single adult SSI beneficiaries who live together are each eligible for a full individual benefit, while each member of a married couple is eligible for three-fourths of the full benefit amount." What an incentive to get divorced or not marry another disabled person, or maybe disabled people are not supposed to marry at all.

   Fourth, SSI does not recognize the "additional household costs caused by the disability of a beneficiary."  These additional costs include ability to pay rent for an accessible unit, for a reasonable accommodation, or higher utility bills or to meet special dietary requirements.  People with

disabilities have higher out of pocket health expenditures than nondisabled persons.  SSI benefit rates do not reflect these additional needs.

   These four issues do not address the fundamental problem that the federal SSI grant levels are currently and have been historically far below the poverty level.  Despite we're dealing with seven million people on SSI, it's amazing that these issues do not seem to be on the radar of national disability advocates or national disability organizations.  

Steve Gold, The Disability Odyssey continues

Community Calendar: September 08

Consumer-Oriented Long Term Care Activities


	        DATE
	 ACTIVITY
	 TIME & PLACE
	 MORE INFO?

	Mon—Fri
	Computer Open Lab
	Call Ahead, 965 Mission Street, Ste 550
	703-0188 

	Wed.

Aug 27
	SAN Healthcare Committee
	  10:00 AM

  965 Mission, 7th Fl.
	James Keys 

546-1333

	Wed.

Sept 3
	DAAS Commission
	9:30 am, City Hall, room 416
	LaShaun. Williams 

355-3509

	Mon. 

Sept 8
	Coalition of Agencies Serving the Elderly
	3-5 pm

50 Broad St.
	Patty Clement 

452-3500

	 Wed.

 Sept 10
	HealthCare Action Team Mtg
	Noon-1:30 pm

65 Ninth St (Quaker Center)
	James Chionsini

703-0188 ext 304

	Thurs. 

Sept 11
	 SAN General Meeting
	9am-Noon

St. Mary’s Cathedral 

1111 Gough Street
	SAN 

546-1333

	Thurs.

 Sept 11
	California Alliance for Retired Americans
	Noon-1:30 pm

St. Mary’s Cathedral
	Jody Reid

550-0828

	Thurs. 

 Sept 11
	Long Term Care Coordinating Council
	1:00-3:00pm

1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor
	Bill.Haskell@sfgov.org

	Thurs.

Sept 18
	PECC Core 

Volunteer Meeting
	10:30-12:30 pm

965 Mission St, Suite 550
	Angelique 

Gonzáles

703-0188 ext 302

	Thurs.

Sept 18
	PECC Board of 

Directors Mtg
	4—6pm

965 Mission St, Suite 700
	Alice Dueker

703-0188 ext 306

	Fri.

Sept 19
	Human Services Network
	9:30-11:30 am

Lighthouse for the Blind
	Debbi Lerman

668-044

	Fri.  

Sept 19
	 Mayors Disability Council
	1:00-3:00pm

City Hall, Rm 400
	Mayors Office on 

Disability 

	Fri.

Sept 26
	SSS Advisory
	1:00-3:00pm

965 Mission St, Suite 700
	Angelique 

Gonzáles

703-0188 ext 302


