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TRIGGER NOT PULLED, BUDGET CUTS TO FOLLOW Un-pulled Trigger Means Cuts 

State Treasurer Bill Lockyer and the Governor’s Department of Finance Director Mike Genest announced  that California will fall short of receiving at least $10 billion in federal funds by June 30, 2010  that “may be used” to replace (off-set) the spending of State general fund money. This means that the so-called “federal funds trigger” will not be pulled and major cuts will ensue.  

Cuts That Will Now Happen Because “Federal Funds Trigger” Was Not Pulled

Unless special action is taken by the Governor and Legislature, all of the cuts will take place on July 1, 2009. The cuts – all similar to what the Governor previously proposed in nearly every budget year since 2003 – are as follows: 

MEDI-CAL “OPTIONAL” BENEFIT ELIMINATION

Adult dental, acupuncture services, 

audiology and speech therapy services, chiropractic services, optometric and 

optician services including services 

provided by a fabricating optical 

laboratory, podiatric services,  

psychology services, and incontinence creams and washes. 

STATE FUNDING OF IHSS WORKER WAGES·


Will limit the state funding (participation) in IHSS worker wages up to a total cost of wages of $9.50 per hour and individual health benefits up to $0.60 per hour. 

SSI/SSP GRANT LEVEL REDUCTION

Will reduce by 2.3% the SSI/SSP grant level, reducing the monthly grant levels by $20 for individuals and $35 for couples.

Exempts from this reduction are people receiving SSI/SSP living in SSP living arrangements for Non-Medical Out-of-Home Care and Title XIX medical facilities, as well as those receiving a Restaurant Meal Allowance.

CALWORKS GRANT LEVEL REDUCTION

Will permanently reduce the CalWORKs maximum grant payments by 4%, resulting in a loss of $29 monthly for a family of three, reducing their monthly grants from $723 to $694.  [This is in addition to other cuts to the CalWORKS program not impacted by the “federal funds trigger” decision] 

What the Treasurer and Finance Director Were Required To Decide

The 2009-2010 State budget signed into law by the Governor on February 20, 2009 required the State Treasurer and the Governor’s Director of Finance to determine by April 1, 2009 whether California will receive at least $10 billion from the $789 billion federal economic stimulus bill (signed into law by President Obama on February 17, 2009), called the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and, possibly, other federal legislation. 

To qualify, the federal funds have to be "made available" to California by June 30, 2010, and must replace or offset spending that would otherwise be made from the State general fund. 

There are differences of opinion on what is meant by “make available” and “may be used” in terms of what federal funds can be counted toward the $10 billion. If State funds must be spent to access the federal funds, those State expenditures, at least in some cases, will be subtracted from the dollars counted toward the $10 billion benchmark. 

When These Cut Takes Effect:  July 1, 2009 
—-From CDCAN  www.cdcan.us

Don’t Forget to Vote in the Special  Election on May 19

Did you know you can contribute

to Planning for Elders on-line? 

Visit our website: www.planningforelders.org
and click on “DONATE.”    Thank you!

Next IHSS- Health Task Force Thursday May 7 10:30 – 12:00  1453 Mission #520
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PASSINGS


Estelita Catalig September 9, 1952 – April 2, 2009
On April 2, 2009, at the age of 56, Estelita Catalig passed away. She will be fondly remembered by family and friends all over the world. She is survived by a loving husband and son, as well as extended families in both the United States and the Philippines.

Estelita was born and raised in Manila, and was the eldest of 9 children of Crisanta Severino and Aproniano Antoniano.

Estelita accomplished much during her lifetime. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Social Work from Pamantasan Ng Lungsod Ng Maynila and went on to earn a Master of Social Work from the Asian Institute in the Philippines. She dedicated her career to social work and held positions at the Department of Social Welfare and Development, Habitat for Humanity, Feed my People International and most recently as a Case Manager at the Episcopal Community Services of San Francisco / Canon Kip Senior Center.  At Canon Kip she worked with homeless, low income frail elderly and people with disabilities. She made a big impact on peoples lives there and will be missed.

Estellita’s warm personality, compassion and kind heart were an inspiration to all who knew her.

Bill Price 1915-2009

Our beloved friend, comrade, union leader, senior activist, and incredible human being, William (Bill) Price, passed away on April 10. He had not been feeling well for several weeks and went into the hospital last week where his health declined rapidly. His wife of over 70 years, Virginia (Ginger) was with him, along with other family members and friends. 

Bill served as the President of Senior Action Network for 13 years, was on the Board of California Legislative Council, was former president of California Congress of Seniors  and a Vice President of the California Alliance for Retired Americans representing UFCW Retirees, along with a host of other organizational affiliations too huge to mention. 


His incredible spirit, his connections, his love for the union movement and for the senior movement guided every decision he made, and every action he took. He was one of the most dedicated, loyal, and humble activists and leaders I have ever met. Jodi Reid of CARA states, “I have known Bill for over 20 years, and I cannot think of one campaign on workers right, human rights, senior rights, peace, or health care issues that he was not involved in. It is hard to imagine going to a meeting, or a rally, or a press event without Bill there.” 

We will all miss his spirit, his sense of humor, his sense of justice, and his wisdom. There will be a Memorial on Saturday, April 25th at 12 noon. It will be held at the Irish Cultural Center in San Francisco, 2700 45th Avenue at Sloat Blvd. 

Please rsvp to CARA via Kathrin Smith, at ksmith@californiaalliance.org or at 510-663-4086. . 

The Silver Tsunami is Coming!

Right now Mayor Newsom and the Board of Supervisors are creating this year’s City Budget.

Join CASE (Coalition of Agencies Serving the Elderly), Planning for Elders, Senior Action Network, hundreds of Seniors and People with Disabilities for a festive rally and 

lunch on the lawn of City Hall to demand that our programs, and lives are saved.

By 2030 1/5 of all San Franciscans will be over age 65!

San Francisco is NOT ready for this fast approaching wave and we urge

our politicians to fund, not cut, senior and disability community services NOW.

Come help us create a tsunami of seniors to demonstrate our power!

« Music       «Street Theatre        «Speakers
Following the rally we will visit the Mayor and Supervisors 

with a tidal wave of advocacy.

For more information contact James at (415)703-0188 ext. 304

When: Tuesday May 12  

10:30 am- 12:30 pm

Where: SF City Hall Lawn

Polk and McAllister Streets 

Save Senior and Disability Community Services!
Call James Chionsini (415) 703-0188 ext 304 for more info

More Californians are Working Later in Life

April 6, 2009

Alissa Anderson

California Budget Project

Employment rates have fallen for many Californians during this economic downturn, but not for Californians in their late 50s and 60s, according to a new CBP analysis released today. The new paper finds that the share of Californians age 65 to 69 who were working increased from 25 percent in 2007 to 30 percent in 2008. This sustains a trend of increased employment for individuals in their late 60s that began more than a decade ago.

Perhaps more Californians who are approaching retirement age are staying on the job because they’ve seen their retirement savings drop during the recent downturn in the stock market. But other factors must be at play as well, because the share of Californians who are working later in life has been on the rise since the mid-1990s.

Research shows that the trend toward working later in life reflects both good news and bad news. The good news is that more Californians are able to stay employed into their late 60s because they’re living longer, healthier lives and they’re less likely to have jobs that require physically demanding work.

The bad news is that, increasingly, workers approaching retirement are unsure they can afford to live comfortably if they stop working. This growing anxiety could reflect the fact that a declining share of the workforce has job-based pension coverage, and that among those who do, fewer have the kinds of plans that guarantee a fixed benefit in retirement. Increasingly, workers with pension coverage rely on 401(k)s for their retirement savings - the benefits of which are not guaranteed.

Fortunately, with job-based pension coverage declining and becoming less secure, Social Security provides a stable source of income for most seniors during retirement. Nearly two out of three seniors nationwide depend on Social Security benefits for at least half of their income, and approximately one out of three seniors relies on Social Security benefits for at least 90 percent of their income.

PLANNING FOR ELDERS ACTIVITIES: HealthCare Action Team:  

April Update
The theme of this month is tax season and budget cuts. HAT members participated in a march against the public health budget cuts and spoke out against the decimation of social services. 

The HAT Players performed their famous discharge planning roadshow to a packed house at the Lighthouse for the Blind. We stayed for a long time and talked to the people who had experienced serious difficulties related to accessibility of medical information.

HAT has changed the location of its monthly meeting. It is now going to be held at the Bayanihan Community Center. This location is right across the street from the PECC office. 

HAT Meeting:  Wed May 13

1010 Mission St. (@6th St)

Bayanihan Community Center 

San Francisco CA

Call James for more info (415)703-0188

Senior Survival School

Congratulations, Senior Survival School class of March/April 2009!

April 9th was the final day of the latest Senior Survival School. The Mission SRO Collaborative was a great partner in this classl!  We had a wonderful group of SRO residents and others from the Mission district. 

We were excited that Supervisor for District 9, David Campos was there to 

congratulate the participants.  

We will be collaborating with the Chinatown Community Development Center to present the Senior Survival School in the historical I-Hotel starting at the end of May.  There will be Cantonese interpretation. 

Come to Senior Survival School with the Chinatown Community Development Center!
Tuesdays at 9:30 A.M-12:30 P.M..: 

May 26th, June 2nd, June 9th, and June 16th at the 

Manilatown Center (next door to the I-Hotel) at 868 Kearny St. in Chinatown. 

Please RSVP to Sarah at (415)703-0188 ext. 302

SFMTA Budget Deficit: Overview

Projected $128.9 Million Deficit Requires Difficult Decisions

As a result of the global economic downturn, a national recession, the

elimination of state funding for transit operations and a City budget

deficit approaching a half billion dollars, the San Francisco Municipal

Transportation Agency (SFMTA) is facing an unprecedented budget deficit of $128.9 million for the next fiscal year that begins on July 1, 2009.

The SFMTA Board of Directors will be considering a broad range of options that were initially presented to the Board on March 17, including:

--Service reductions, eliminated positions and possible layoffs.

--Increases to fares, fees, fines, rates and charges beyond those

already approved for July 1 as part of the SFMTA budget process in

April 2008.

--Reduced spending on non-personnel items.

--100 taxi medallions converted to transferable medallions for a fee

or auctioned outright.

The SFMTA is not alone.  Almost every major transit agency in the United States is either considering or planning layoffs, service reductions and/or fare increases

The SFMTA welcomes and expects a robust public dialogue about the difficult decisions that must be made in the weeks and months ahead.  Moreover, the Agency relies on the insights and advice of its customers and other interested San Franciscans as the Agency’s 5,000 employees strive to accomplish the goal of providing quality transportation service in accordance with San Francisco’s Transit First policy.

For details on these proposals in languages other than English please call 311. Outside San Francisco: 415.701.2311. TTY: 415.701.2323.

Upcoming public meetings: Make your voice heard!

Saturday, April 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Information Meeting on the SFMTA Budget and Proposed Service and Fare

Changes

One South Van Ness Avenue, 2nd Floor Atrium Conference Room

Tuesday, April 21, 2 p.m.

SFMTA Board of Directors Meeting

City Hall, Room 400

Thursday, April 30, 2 p.m.

Special SFMTA Board of Directors Meeting on fiscal year 2010 Budget

City Hall, Room 400

Community Calendar: May 09

Consumer-Oriented Long Term Care Activities


	        DATE
	 ACTIVITY
	 TIME & PLACE
	 MORE INFO?

	Mon—Fri
	Computer Open Lab
	Call Ahead, 

965 Mission Street  Suite 550
	(415) 703-0188 



	Wed. 

May 6th
	DAAS Commission
	9:30 am, City Hall, room 416
	LaShaun. Williams 

355-3509

	Mon. 

May 11th
	Coalition of Agencies

Serving the Elderly 


	3 - 5:00 

Call contact for location
	Patty Clement

452-3500

	 Wed. 

 May 13th 
	HealthCare Action Team (HAT) 
	Noon-1:30 pm

1010 Mission (at 6th) 

Bayanihan Center 

(NOTE NEW LOCATION!)
	James Chionsini

703-0188 ext 304

	Thurs. 

May 14th
	Long Term Care 

Coordinating Council
	1:00-3:00pm

1 South Van Ness, 2nd Floor
	Bill.Haskell@sfgov.org

	Thurs. 

May 14th
	Senior Action Network (SAN)

 General Meeting

 
	10:00-12:00 Unitarian Universalist Church 1187 Franklin @ Geary (NOTE NEW LOCATION!)
	SAN 

546-1333

	Thurs. 

May 14th
	California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA)
	1:00 - 2:30 ILWU Office

1188 Franklin Street # 4, 

(NOTE NEW LOCATION!)


	Jody Reid

550-0828

	Wed. 

May 20
	SAN Senior Housing Action Committee (SHAC) 
	1:00 - 3pm 

965 Mission St Suite 700
	Christina Olague

546-1333

	Thurs. 

May 21st
	PECC Board of 

Directors Mtg.
	5pm—6:30pm

965 Mission St, Suite 700
	Alice Dueker

703-0188 ext 306

	Thurs. 

May 21st
	PECC Newsletter mailing
	10:30-12:00 noon

965 Mission St., Suite 550
	Sarah Jarmon

703-0188 ext. 302

	Fri. 

May 22nd
	HSN General Meeting 
	9:30 - 11:30 am 

LightHouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired, 214 Van Ness Avenue. 


	Debbi Lerman 

415-668-0444

	Fri. May 22nd
	 Mayor’s Disability Council
	1-4 City Hall Room 400
	Mayors Office on 

Disability 415-554-6789 

	Fri 

May 29
	SAN Health Program 
	10:00 am- 12:00 

965 Mission Suite 700
	James Keys

546-1335

	Fri 

May 29
	Senior Survival School Advisory Committee
	1:00-2:30

965 Mission St., Suite 700
	Sarah Jarmon
703-0188 ext 302


PECC Board of Directors
	Harrison Parker, DDS (President)
	Alan Coleman, MD

     (Vice President)
	Norma Satten
	Jean Tokarek (Treasurer)

	Walter DeVaughn
	Michael Kwok
	Nader Shabahangi, PhD
	Pat Hess

     (Secretary)


If you would like to receive Long Term Care News and Views, CLIP form and return to:  

PECC 965 Mission St, Suite 550, San Francisco, CA  94103

Name___________________________________________________

Organization_____________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City___________________________________  Zip _____________

Phone:_____________ Fax: ____________email: ______________

I would prefer to get my newsletter by 

Mail 


email

Enclosed is a donation (appreciated but not required)   $12
$25
  Other $_____  

Contribute on line at www.planningforelders.org or www.networkforgood.org

Long Term Care News and Views is published by Planning for Elders (PECC).  Production by PECC Staff and Volunteers:  Alice Dueker Executive Director, Sarah Jarmon, Senior Survival School®;  James Chionsini, HealthCare Action Team, PECC Volunteers Constance Smith, Lenny Reiter, Fran Chan, Florence Yuen, Bruce Allison, Alex Macdonald, Cordell Thompson, Tricia Webb. We would like to hear from you!  Send information and commentary to Sarah@planningforelders.org or fax to (415) 703-0186.

Thanks to all our Funders for your generous support for our work!
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